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M T. OL I VE T I M E S
Treasuring God’s Truth, Living out His Love.

December 2022 / January 2023
"The law says, “do this,” and it is never done. Grace says, “believe in this,”
and everything is already done." - Martin Luther

From the Desk of Rev. Mike Michalk
5218 Bartlett Blvd.
Mound, MN 55364

Rev. Mike Michalk
Cell 952-388-3858
Church Office 952-472-2756
Church Fax 952-472-2783
Pastor e-mail:
Pastor@mountolivelcms.org
Church Office e-mail:
Admin@mountolivelcms.org
Finance e-mail:
Finance@mountolivelcms.org
Church Web Site:
www.mountolivelcms.org
Pastor's Drop-In hours:
Tues & Sat 9 - 11
Always available by appointment.

Time for Getting and Giving

The Season of giving and receiving gifts is
here again! Each Sunday during December
and January we will focus on the gifts God
gives, discovering how He delivers these
gifts to us in The Lord’s Supper. Hymn #602
says it this way: “The gifts are in the feast,
Gifts far more than we see.” Here are some
of the gifts that will be the themes of our
worship services:
December 4: The Gift of HOPE – see
Romans 15:13
December 11: The Gift of JOY – see Isaiah
35:10
December 18: The Gift of PEACE – see
Romans 1:7

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday 8:00-11:30

December 25: The Gift of LOVE – see John
1:14

Board Chair

January 8: The Gift of NEWNESS OF LIFE –
see Romans 6:4
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All articles for the newsletter
are due on the 20th of each
month.

January 15: The Gift of GIFTS – see 1st
Corinthians 1:7
January 22: The Gift of HEALING – see
Matthew 4:23
January 29: The Gift of RIGHTEOUSNESS –
see Matthew 5:6
As we celebrate Advent, Christmas, and
Epiphany, it is my prayer that you will rejoice
in God’s gifts to you. God grant that each gift
you give or receive during these days will
remind you in some way of the amazing
diversity of treasures that He freely offers. As
we learn more about how God delivers these
gifts through The Lord’s Supper, may we be
filled to overflowing with these blessings,
joyfully sharing them with others.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mike Michalk
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mission. Let’s think particularly about how
Jesus is using us BEYOND Mt. Olive, in our
daily lives. We will continue to recognize and
thank those who make our worship services and
Bible studies and other activities possible here at
Mt. Olive, mentioning them by name or
anonymously under the heading “Treasuring
God’s Truth, Living Out His Love.” But “Joining
Jesus on His Mission” will be more about the
Holy Spirit working BEYOND Mt. Olive – and
we’re not going to mention names, because the
focus is on Jesus’ Mission, not ours. So – send
me your stories of how you are seeing Jesus at
work, and let’s celebrate that!

If Jesus has involved you recently in His mission,
or you have seen others involved, please share
it with Pastor or Lindsey.

Treasuring God’s Truth, Living Out His
Love (within Mt. Olive)
We want to express our gratitude to those who
have helped in various ways around church
recently:

Joining Jesus on his Mission (beyond
Mt Olive)

We praise God for the ways He has been
involving our members in His mission recently…
One of our members reports he has been
intentionally looking for ways to get to know his
neighbors better - just by greeting them and
engaging in conversation when possible.
T

Another member reports that when someone
tells her about something good happening to
them, she will respond with "Praise the Lord!" If
they mention a problem, she says "I'll pray for
you" or something similar.
T

What opportunities has God given you recently
to share His love and truth with others during
your daily activities?
Do you have a friend or neighbor who is going
through a tough time? If it's appropriate, ask
them "would it be ok if I gave your name and
number to my pastor? He would be glad to visit
you and pray with you." The visits can be just a
few minutes, in person or phone, or up to 30
minutes if desired.

How did you see God at work in your life this
week? Please share with me examples of how
Jesus is using you or someone else in His

Thanks to Jim Merchant for driving to Jordan
to bring Dick Bromley to church. Others have
indicated they can help in the future.
T

Thanks to Dick for singing in church on Nov.
20!
T
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items for our community coffee at the bazaar.
Thanks to WOMO members and members of the
congregation for providing empty planters and
various decor items for the spruce tip planters.
Thank you to Linda Verkennes for shopping for
supplies for the spruce tip planters. Thank you to
Lindsey Eccles for making spruce tip planters for
the church property. Thanks to Don and Sandi
Woytcke for ordering and picking up the spruce
tips. Thank you to Don Kohls, Paul Meyer, Dave
Sandquist, and Don Woytcke for helping to set up
and take down tables for the bazaar. Special
thanks to Aaron and Becca Boser for helping to
transport all the purchased planters for the various
buyers! Thank you to EVERYONE that contributed
crafts, baked goods and other items to sell, and
thank you to all who came and made purchases,
as it all made for a successful bake sale and
bazaar!

Decorating the Church

We will decorate the church for Advent and
Christmas on Saturday, Dec. 3, from 9 to noon.
Many hands make light work, so please come and
help us put up the trees and lights and manger
scenes and all the things that beautify our church
during these holy days. Our "undecorating" day
will be Saturday, Jan. 7, also starting at 9 AM,
when help is needed to put everything away.

T

Snowbirds

Thanks to Aaron and Becca for jumping right
in and helping in several ways, and thanks to
Sawyer for making us all smile!

The church would like to stay in touch. When you
leave for the warm climate, please contact the
church to confirm your “away” address and let us
know when you plan to return. Please note that a
newsletter can not be forward.

Thanks to the many people who worked to
make the recent Fall Bazaar a success.
T

Thanks to Michelle for the awesome massage
therapy at the Bazaar.
T

Thanks to those who provided treats and
coffee for a recent meeting of the District
Constitution Committee at Mt. Olive.
T

Thanks to Randall and Eli for serving as
acolytes and enhancing our worship services!
T

Thank God for inspiring these good works and
for giving us hearts to serve, encourage, and
pray for each other.
T

Thank you to Jim Merchant for providing dirt
and setting up tables for WOMO to create
spruce tip planters for the bazaar. Thanks to the
various financial donors that contributed funds
for the purchase of spruce tips and decor.
Thanks to Leona Shore for providing bakery

Funeral

Carole Bolster

2023 Member Phone Directory

In the spring there will be a new member phone
directory published. Please send Lindsey any
updates that need to be made if you notice
something in the current directory or if anyone is
missing and should be added.

T

2023 Offering Envelopes
Are in the Narthex.
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Coming Up
Dec 3 - Decorate the Church
Dec 6 - Church Basement Ladies outing
Dec 18 - Mite Sunday
Dec 18 - Children’s Christmas Program
Dec 20 - BOD Meeting @ 6:30pm
Dec 24 -Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 5PM
Dec 25 - Christmas Day Service - 9AM
Dec 31 - New Years Eve

10:00am Sunday School Sept—May
10:38am Sunday Adult Bible Study
7am Tuesday Men’s Bible Study
10am Wednesday Ladies’ Bible Study
Sept—May
1:30pm 3rd Wednesday
@ Lake Minnetonka Shores
9:30am Thursday Adult Bible Class
1:30pm Friday Sojourn Bible Class

Support the church by saving!

1. Printer ink cartridges
2. Cell phones
3. “Box Tops for Education” that are on the food
packaging and digital by downloading the app
on your smart phone. (Choose the school you
want to support and scan your receipts– no
need to cut!)
4. Sheets, cotton fabric, old blankets etc for the
quilt club. Dollar donations accepted to
purchase fabric.
5. Art supplies for projects. (Yarn, Hot glue/gun,
etc.)

STAMPS, ALUMINUM CANS & CAMPBELL SOUP
LABELS PROGRAMS ARE DISCONTINUED.

In the Narthex

1. “Boxed” cards: for birthdays, anniversaries
etc. by the WOMO. See Claudia Bullock.
2. Collections boxes: Mite, Box Top Education,
and a Donation Jar for AV.
3. Portals of Prayer: October - December
4. Church Directory
5. Annual: 2021
6. Mite Calendars
7. Newsletters
8. Puzzle Exchange
9. Lutheran Witness

