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What’s Inside 

MT. OLIVE                    
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

NEWSLETTER 
     April 2025 

*April 1st - April Fools’ Day 
*April 2nd - Lenten Service @ 10AM 
*April 2nd - Elders Meeting @ 
6:30PM 
*April 9th - Lenten Service @ 10AM 
*April 9th - Leadership Meeting @ 
6:30PM 
*April 13th - Palm Sunday 
*April 15th - Tax Day 
*April 17th - Maundy Thursday 
Services @ 10AM and 6 PM 
*April 18th - Good Friday Service @ 
6PM 
*April 20th - Happy Easter!  
*April 20th - Mite Sunday  
*April 22nd - Earth Day 
*April 23rd - Admin Professional 
Day 
*April 26th – LWML Spring 
Gathering 9-11 @ Mount Olive 
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A Message from Pastor Mike 
 

Wisdom and Foolishness 

April 1st is April Fools Day, and this year Holy Week and Easter all happen in April as well. This 

reminds us of what Paul writes in 1st Cor. 1:18, “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” Without the intervention of the 

Holy Spirit, people will always think of God’s Word as foolishness, because they can’t understand it. 

We human beings always want to put our brains above God, our understanding above the wisdom of 

God’s Word. Verse 21 says, “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who 

believe.”  

 The preaching of the Gospel is that Jesus died for our sins, was raised by the Father to show 

that sin has been forgiven, and now by faith we are restored to eternal life with God. Human beings 

would never have been able to “figure this out” on their own – the wise plan of God is revealed by His 

Holy Spirit. We can learn and discover many wonderful things – but we can never get to God by our 

own wisdom or understanding. Our brains are broken because of our sin and disobedience – but God 

brings healing and restoration.  

 By God’s grace we will again celebrate and proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

this April, and we pray that those who hear will not rely on their broken brains for understanding but 

instead will receive the wisdom of God and be saved. Pray that our human wisdom would not be an 

obstacle to receiving the divine wisdom that leads to salvation. “And because of God you are in 

Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption.” – 1st Cor. 1:30 

 All things are new in Christ – new hope for the future, new strength to continue in faith, new 

energy to proclaim Christ. God has cleared away our foolishness and given us His wisdom. ““For who 

has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.” 

– 1 Cor. 2:16 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Mike Michalk 
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Treasuring God’s Truth, Living Out His Love 
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 Thank you to Jim Merchant for snow plowing and 
shoveling on Ash Wednesday! 

 Thank you to Brian Podratz for shoveling on Ash 
Wednesday and running AV for both Morning and Night 
services! 

 Thank you to Joel Reinitz for running Lenten service 
while Pastor was out of town! 

 

  

  

  

  

   

*Contact the office if you have a 
change in personal information.   

Joining Jesus on His Mission 

 Each month in the newsletter we have this section titled 
"Joining Jesus on His Mission" which is a place for us to 
highlight good examples of people living out their faith in 
their daily life. When you see this happening, please let 
Lindsey know so we can include it in this monthly 
section.  

*Shirley Krause  

*Kasie Gable 

Amanda Skaret           4/6 

Leona Shore              4/7  

Beverly Beno             4/12  

Carol Morrison            4/18 

Joan Coddon   4/19 

Millie Morrison  4/20 

Richard Morrison  4/25 

  

Otten Bros. Garden Center & 
Landscaping is proud to present our 
community fundraising program called 
GIVE & GROW. Our goal is to provide an 
easy way to help local clubs, schools, 
churches and other community 
organizations earn money. Shop with us 
April 21st thru May 31st and 10% of each 
pre-taxed dollar you spend at any of our 
two locations and 5% of all signed 
landscape projects will go to Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church It is an easy way to 
raise funds for your group. Present the 
flyer (in narthex) to our cashiers upon 
checking out. We take care of the rest. 
Take advantage of the GIVE & GROW 
program as many times as you like until 
May 31st. 

During his earthly ministry, Jesus could be physically present in 
only one place at any given time. “Only those could speak to him 
who came to where he was,” explained Archbishop William Temple. 
“If he was in Galilee, people could not find him in Jerusalem; if he 
was in Jerusalem, they could not find him in Galilee” 
(from Readings in St. John’s Gospel). 

Spiritually speaking, Christ’s Ascension means he is with us 
wherever we find ourselves. Christ desires to be present with us 
everywhere we go. His presence is universal. He is here now. 
“Believed in throughout the world, taken up in glory” (1 Timothy 
3:16, NRSV) — that is what the Ascension affirms. 
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Join Us for 
Bible Study 

 Tuesday’s 7:00 AM - 

Men’s Bible Study 

 Wednesday’s 11:00 

AM (Sept – Dec & 

March - May) – 

Women’s Bible Study  

 1st Wednesday of the 

month 1:00 PM - @ 

Lake Minnetonka 

Shores 

 Thursday’s 9:00 AM - 

Adult Bible Class – 

Phone & Zoom 

 Friday’s 1:30PM - @ 

Tranquil Living 

 Friday’s 3:00 PM - @ 

Harrison Bay  

MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER  

Applying Biblical Teachings 

 “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 

Of Christian liberty, Martin Luther wrote, “A Christian is a free lord of all 
and subject to no one. A Christian is a ministering servant of all and 
subject to everyone.” Through Jesus Christ’s suffering and death, we 
have been set free from the Law. Yet, in this freedom, we are slaves. We 
have been liberated by the Gospel to give loving service to others. 
Through the work of the Holy Spirit, our hearts have been filled with 
Christ’s love. In this love, we are slaves of Christ, “ . . . faithfully 
administering God’s grace in its various forms.” 

Christians have received gifts and abilities from God to be used in the 
service of others, especially their own congregations. Having received 
these blessings, we are responsible to God to use them for the good of 
others and for His glory. 

One way we all serve the Lord is through our financial support of His work 
here at Mount Olive Lutheran Church. As we go about our own business 
and work, using our God-given talents, the Lord prospers us as He sees 
fit. Having been prospered with what we need to carry out His work, we 
share these blessings with others, especially through our financial 
support of this ministry. 

Being mindful of the state of our financial resources, we seek ways to 
make the best use of them. We follow Solomon’s counsel as set forth in 
Proverbs 27:23-24 where he wrote, “Be sure you know the condition of 
your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; for riches do not endure 
forever, and a crown is not secure for all generations.” We are diligent in 
looking after the resources which God has entrusted to us so that no 
opportunity is lost and everything is done properly. We pray for guidance 
to use wisely what is given and to avoid the temptations that accompany 
financial difficulties. 

By the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word, we remain watchful and 
diligent in all things. We use all that God has given in the faithful 
administration of God’s grace in its various forms to His glory! 
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Leadership Team 

President: Andrew Reinitz                                                        
Vice President: George Betts                                                           
Recording Secretary: Lindsey Eccles                                                         
Treasurer: Terry Podratz                                                                                
Elders: Arlee Mueller, Nate Betts and Joel Reinitz                                           
Trustees: Jim Merchant & Darryl Frederickson                                        
Directors: Linda Verkennes, Harriet Gustafson and David Miller 

Committees 

Education: Arlee Mueller, Andrew Reinitz, Becca Boser, and              
Dawn Audette                                                                                    
Finance Secretary: Shelley Frederickson, Thank You Cards: Rita Kaiser                                                                                               
Outreach: Vacant                                                                              
WeCAN Fellowship Representative: Becca Boser                            
Women of Mount Olive - President: Jan Preble, Secretary: Sandi 
Woytcke (Interim) Treasurer: Lindsey Eccles                                                      
Worship: Sandi Woytcke and Jan Preble                                          
Archives: Marilyn Mulvanny 
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Contact Us      

Pastor Mike Michalk – 
952.388.3858 

Pastor@mountolivelcms.org   

Church office (Lindsey) – 
952.472.2756  

Admin@mountolivelcms.org     

Website - www.mountolivelcms.org  

Office Hours                           
Monday -Thursday 9:00 – Noon                                  

Pastor’s Hours: Tuesday & 
Saturday 9:00 – 11:00 or by 

appointment 
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By the power of the Gospel, we are faithful  
administrators of all the blessings God has given. 

 
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received  

to serve others, faithfully administering  
God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 

 


