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Weekly Scripture Readings and Prayers for April 12-18, 2026 
 

4/12/26 FIRST READING Acts 5:29–42 
29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey 
God rather than men. 30The God of our fathers raised 
Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 
31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and 
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 
sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is 
the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 
obey him.” 
 33When they heard this, they were enraged and 
wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council 
named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by 
all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men 
outside for a little while. 35And he said to them, “Men of 
Israel, take care what you are about to do with these 
men. 36For before these days Theudas rose up, 
claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about 
four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who 
followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 
37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of 
the census and drew away some of the people after 
him. He too perished, and all who followed him were 
scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep 
away from these men and let them alone, for if this 
plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is 
of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You 
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might even be found opposing God!” So they took his 
advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, 
they beat them and charged them not to speak in the 
name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the 
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42And 
every day, in the temple and from house to house, they 
did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the 
Christ. 

 
4/12/26 EPISTLE          1 Peter 1:3–9 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power 
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though 
now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold 
that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found 
to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you 
love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe 
in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 
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filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. 
 
4/12/26 HOLY GOSPEL       John 20:19–31 
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, 
the doors being locked where the disciples were for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And 
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the 
sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 
said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the 
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, 
and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, 
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your 
hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 
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believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name. 
 
Scripture Readings for April 19, 2026: Acts 2:14a, 36–41, 1 
Peter 1:17–25, Luke 24:13–35. You will benefit from 
reading them ahead of time. You can help Pastor prepare 
his sermons by sharing your questions and comments!  

 
Prayer Requests 

T For Church members: Darlene, Joan, Tremayne, 
Mickey, Brad, Don W, Kathy M, Jean M 
T For others who ask for prayer: Steve, Norman, Karen, 
Ron, Rick, John, Dean, Jim, Thelma, Erin, Jayson, Lorraine, 
Ann, Melody, Shannon and her 3 children, Danielle, Evelin, 
Erik, Jan’s aunt Elaine and brother Lyle (healing from 
complicated leg/knee surgery), Scott, Janelle 
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