
1 
 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST + SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 

Ringing of the Bells + Welcome to Worship! 

 

915 TODAY YOUR MERCY CALLS US 

1 Today Your mercy calls us 

    To wash away our sin. 

However great our trespass, 

    Whatever we have been, 

However long from mercy 

    Our hearts have turned away, 

Your precious blood can wash us 

    And make us clean today. 

 

2 Today Your gate is open, 

    And all who enter in 

Shall find a Father’s welcome 

    And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, 

    A present joy be giv’n, 
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A future grace be promised, 

    A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 

3 Today our Father calls us; 

    His Holy Spirit waits; 

His blessèd angels gather 

    Around the heav’nly gates. 

No question will be asked us 

    How often we have come; 

Although we oft have wandered, 

    It is our Father’s home. 

 

4 O all-embracing Mercy, 

    O ever-open Door, 

What should we do without You 

    When heart and eye run o’er? 

When all things seem against us, 

    To drive us to despair, 

We know one gate is open, 

    One ear will hear our prayer. 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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(The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
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Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 

of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

PSALM 32:1-7 

P 1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is 
forgiven, 
 whose sin is covered. 

C 2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD 
counts no iniquity, 
 and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

P 3For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
 through my groaning all day long. 
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C 4For day and night your hand was heavy upon 
me; 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of 
summer. 

P 5I acknowledged my sin to you, 
 and I did not cover my iniquity; 

C I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 
LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P 6Therefore let everyone who is godly 
 offer prayer to you at a time when you may be 
found; 

 surely in the rush of great waters, 
 they shall not reach him. 

C 7You are a hiding place for me; 
 you preserve me from trouble; 
 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

KYRIE 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and 

honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
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This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the 

hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God 

and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His 

reign. Alleluia. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, 

Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that 

we may set our minds on the things that are right 

and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7–9 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, 

chapter 33. 

  

 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for 

the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from 

my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I 

say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, 

and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from 

his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but 
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his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn 

the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn 

from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but 

you will have delivered your soul.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 13:1–10 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 13. 

  

 1Let every person be subject to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 

and those that exist have been instituted by God. 
2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what 

God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 

judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, 

but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in 

authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive 

his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. 

But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the 

sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger 
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who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid 

God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For 

the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities 

are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay 

to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are 

owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to 

whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for 

the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You 

shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 

covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up 

in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is 

the fulfilling of the law. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Stand) 
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 

“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And 

calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 
3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 

become like children, you will never enter the kingdom 

of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is 

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name 

receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little 

ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 
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him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck 

and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 

 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is 

necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one 

by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or 

your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. 

It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than 

with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal 

fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 

throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one 

eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 

 10“See that you do not despise one of these little 

ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always 

see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the 

Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you 

think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them 

has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on 

the mountains and go in search of the one that went 

astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he 

rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that 

never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father 
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who is in heaven that one of these little ones should 

perish. 

 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 

fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, 

you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not 

listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 

charge may be established by the evidence of two or 

three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 

to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the 

church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 

collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on 

earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say 

to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they 

ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 
20For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

there am I among them.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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571 GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE

 sts. 1, 3–4, 6 

1 God loved the world so that He gave 

His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe 

Should everlasting life receive. 

 

3 God would not have the sinner die; 

His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares 

How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 

Forgives all sins which you have done; 

And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 

Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with 
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angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 

bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy 

we receive the salvation accomplished for us by 

the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross. 
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 

Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in 

giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest 

in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the 

final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
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     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; grant us peace. 

 

740 I AM JESUS’ LITTLE LAMB 

1 I am Jesus’ little lamb, 

Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, 

Knows my need and well provides me, 

Loves me ev’ry day the same, 

Even calls me by my name. 

 

2 Day by day, at home, away, 

Jesus is my staff and stay. 

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 

Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go 

Where the quiet waters flow. 

 

3 Who so happy as I am, 

Even now the Shepherd’s lamb? 



21 
 

And when my short life is ended, 

By His angel host attended, 

He shall fold me to His breast, 

There within His arms to rest. 
Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Text: Public domain 

 

537 BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

    King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Truly I’d love Thee, 

    Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

    Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 

    Jesus is fairer, 

    Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 
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3 Fair is the sunshine, 

    Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

    Jesus shines brighter, 

    Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

    Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Glory and honor, 

    Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 

Text: Public domain 

 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell 

ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly 

bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people 

forth in joy 
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with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 
Your children but always to rule our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 
1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 
2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 
3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 
4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 

Text: Public domain 
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