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T THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER T 

T MAY 4, 2025 T 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

483 WITH HIGH DELIGHT LET US UNITE 

1     With high delight 
    Let us unite 
In songs of great jubilation. 
    Ye pure in heart, 
    All bear your part, 
Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation. 
    To set us free 
    Forever, He 
    Is ris’n and sends 
    To all earth’s ends 
Good news to save ev’ry nation. 

 
2     True God, He first 

    From death has burst 
Forth into life, all subduing. 
    His enemy 
    Doth vanquished lie; 
His death has been death’s undoing. 
    “And yours shall be 
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    Like victory 
    O’er death and grave,” 
    Saith He, who gave 
His life for us, life renewing. 

 
3     Let praises ring; 

    Give thanks, and bring 
To Christ our Lord adoration. 
    His honor speed 
    By word and deed 
To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation. 
    So shall His love 
    Give us above, 
    From misery 
    And death set free, 
All joy and full consolation. 

Text: Georg Vetter, 1536–99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who 

could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore 

You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call 

upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, 

and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us 

our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
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P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism 

You declared us to be Your children and gathered 

us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life 

through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our 

faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

C 1 To God on high be glory 
    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
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    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You 

raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful 

people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, 

perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
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You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 9:1–22 

A The First Reading is from Acts, chapter 9. 

  

 1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against 

the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and 

asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, 

so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or 

women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
3Now as he went on his way, he approached 

Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed 

around him. 4And falling to the ground he heard a voice 

saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 

me?” 5And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But rise and 

enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 
7The men who were traveling with him stood 

speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8Saul 
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rose from the ground, and although his eyes were 

opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand 

and brought him into Damascus. 9And for three days 

he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

 10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named 

Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” 

And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11And the Lord said to 

him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at 

the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 

Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12and he has seen in a 

vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 

hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But 

Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many 

about this man, how much evil he has done to your 

saints at Jerusalem. 14And here he has authority from 

the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 
15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 

instrument of mine to carry my name before the 

Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16For I will 

show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my 

name.” 17So Ananias departed and entered the house. 

And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the 
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Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which 

you came has sent me so that you may regain your 

sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And 

immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, 

and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was 

baptized; 19and taking food, he was strengthened. 

 For some days he was with the disciples at 

Damascus. 20And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in 

the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21And 

all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this 

the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who 

called upon this name? And has he not come here for 

this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief 

priests?” 22But Saul increased all the more in strength, 

and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by 

proving that Jesus was the Christ. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Revelation 5:1–14 

A The Epistle is from Revelation, chapter 5. 
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 1Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated 

on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, 

sealed with seven seals. 2And I saw a strong angel 

proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open 

the scroll and break its seals?” 3And no one in heaven 

or on earth or under the earth was able to open the 

scroll or to look into it, 4and I began to weep loudly 

because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or 

to look into it. 5And one of the elders said to me, “Weep 

no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 

Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the 

scroll and its seven seals.” 

 6And between the throne and the four living 

creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb 

standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns 

and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of 

God sent out into all the earth. 7And he went and took 

the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on 

the throne. 8And when he had taken the scroll, the four 

living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 

before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden 
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bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 

saints. 9And they sang a new song, saying, 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll 

 and to open its seals, 

for you were slain, and by your blood you 

ransomed people for God 

 from every tribe and language and people and 

nation, 
10and you have made them a kingdom and priests 

to our God, 

 and they shall reign on the earth.” 

11Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the 

living creatures and the elders the voice of many 

angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands 

of thousands, 12saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the 

Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 

wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in 

them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the 

Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might 
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forever and ever!” 14And the four living creatures said, 

“Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Stand) 

 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. These things are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 21:1–19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1After this Jesus revealed himself again to the 

disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed 

himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called the 

Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 



12 
 

Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 
3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They 

said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and 

got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

 4Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the 

shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
5Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” 

They answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the 

net on the right side of the boat, and you will find 

some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to 

haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7That disciple 

whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the 

Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he 

put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, 

and threw himself into the sea. 8The other disciples 

came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 

were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards 

off. 

 9When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire 

in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10Jesus said 

to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just 

caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the 
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net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although 

there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said 

to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the 

disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it 

was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and 

gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14This was now 

the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples 

after he was raised from the dead. 

 15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 

Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me 

more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 

know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 
16He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, 

do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 

that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He 

said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you 

love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him 

the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, 

“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Truly, truly, I say 

to you, when you were young, you used to dress 

yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you 



14 
 

are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 

will dress you and carry you where you do not want to 

go.” 19(This he said to show by what kind of death he 

was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to 

him, “Follow me.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

633 AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING sts. 1–4 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His piercèd side. 
    Alleluia! 

 
2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast— 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
    Alleluia! 

 
3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 
Israel’s hosts triumphant go 
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Through the wave that drowns the foe. 
    Alleluia! 

 
4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love 
Eat we manna from above. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Lord, You are holy, and You sanctify us in Christ. 

Give us strength during temptation, courage in 

times of fear, comfort in distress and resolve in the 

face of persecution. Help us to abound in hope in 

every circumstance; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
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C Amen. 

  

PREFACE LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 

on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks 

for Your boundless love shown to us when You 

sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 

our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 

death that we might not die eternally. Because He 

is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 
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all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 

sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the 

glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to 

the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all 

creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
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For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been 

sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us 

from bondage to sin and death, and by His 

resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in 

Him. 

  

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, 

faithfully eating His body given into death and 

drinking His life’s blood poured out for our 

salvation until we pass through death to the 

promised land of life eternal. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 

taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 
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     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

611 CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, 
Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, 
Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, 
I am His, and He is mine. 
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2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 
Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, 
Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me—wondrous thought! 
Found me when I sought Him not. 

 
3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
Faith and hope to walk with God 
In the way that Enoch trod. 

 
4 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known, 
All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life 
Safe with Him from earthly strife. 

 
5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, 
Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply 
While I live and when I die. 

Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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774 FEED THY CHILDREN, GOD MOST HOLY 

1 Feed Thy children, God most holy; 
Comfort sinners poor and lowly. 
    O Thou Bread of Life from heaven, 
    Bless the food Thou here hast given! 
As these gifts the body nourish, 
May our souls in graces flourish 
    Till with saints in heav’nly splendor 
    At Thy feast due thanks we render. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 

C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  
    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
  
2 All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
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    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

633 AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING sts. 5–8 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
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And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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