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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT + MARCH 1, 2026 

 

571 GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE 

1 God loved the world so that He gave 

His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe 

Should everlasting life receive. 

 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 

Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All then who trust in Him alone 

Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

3 God would not have the sinner die; 

His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares 

How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 

Forgives all sins which you have done; 

And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 

Your Baptism grants the highest good. 
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5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true 

heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
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beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You 

all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
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Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 

me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, 

as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in 

the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no 

strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all 

adversities that may happen to the body and from 
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all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 12:1–9 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, 

chapter 12. 

  

 1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and 

your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 

will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, 

and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, 

and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 

the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot 

went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when 

he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his 

wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their 

possessions that they had gathered, and the people 
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that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go 

to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of 

Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the place 

at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the 

Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared 

to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this 

land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had 

appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill 

country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 

Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he 

built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of 

the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward 

the Negeb. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 4. 

  

 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, 

our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham 
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was justified by works, he has something to boast 

about, but not before God. 3For what does the 

Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who 

works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his 

due. 5And to the one who does not work but trusts him 

who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 

righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the 

blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness 

apart from works: 

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are 

forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not 

count his sin.” . . . 

 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that 

he would be heir of the world did not come through the 

law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is 

the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith 

is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 

wrath, but where there is no law there is no 

transgression. 
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 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the 

promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 

offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also 

to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 

father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the 

father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in 

whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE (LENT) LSB 173 

C Return to the Lord, your God, 

for He is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love, 

and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third 

chapter. 
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C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named 

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that 

you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do 

these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus 

answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 

born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born 

when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 

mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That 

which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to 

you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where 

it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know 

where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel 
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and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, 

truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 

witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive 

our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and 

you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 

heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven 

except he who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 

whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

953 WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD 

1 We all believe in one true God, 

    Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
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Ever-present help in need, 

    Praised by all the heav’nly host; 

All He made His love enfolds, 

All creation He upholds. 

 

2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 

    Son of God and Mary’s son, 

Who descended from His throne 

    And for us salvation won; 

By whose cross and death are we 

Rescued from all misery. 

 

3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 

    Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and comforts us 

    In all trials, fears, and needs. 

Blessèd, holy Trinity, 

Praise forever be to Thee! 
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 

Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, 

gracious Father, that we may give heed to the 
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testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, 

firmly take to heart the words with which Christ 

gives to us His body and blood for our forgiveness. 

By Your grace, lead us to remember and give 

thanks for the boundless love which He 

manifested to us when, by pouring out His 

precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous 

wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we 

may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body 

and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His 

salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 

glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

at His command, and with His own words, we 

receive His testament: 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

971 THERE IS A REDEEMER 

1 There is a Redeemer— 

    Jesus, God’s own Son; 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

    Holy One. Refrain 

 

ref Thank You, O my Father, 

    For giving us Your Son, 

And leaving Your Spirit 

    Till the work on earth is done. 
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2 Jesus, my Redeemer, 

    Name above all names; 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

    Hope for sinners slain. Refrain 

 

3 When I stand in glory, 

    I will see His face; 

There I’ll serve my King forever 

    In that holy place. Refrain 
Text: Melody Green, 1946, alt. 

Text: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

918 GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER 

1 Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 

    Pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 

    Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

    Feed me till I want no more; 

    Feed me till I want no more. 

 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 

    Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
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Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 

    Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 

    Be Thou still my strength and shield; 

    Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

    Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell’s destruction, 

    Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 

    I will ever give to Thee; 

    I will ever give to Thee. 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 

Text: Public domain 

 

617 O LORD, WE PRAISE THEE 

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore 

Thee, 

In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 

Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 

Our weak souls that they may flourish: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 
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That our sins and sorrows did carry, 

And Thy blood for us plead 

In all trial, fear, and need: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

2 Thy holy body into death was given, 

Life to win for us in heaven. 

No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 

May this feast thereof remind us! 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 

That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. 

All our debt Thou hast paid; 

Peace with God once more is made: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor 

That we follow Christ our Savior 

And live together here in love and union 

Nor despise this blest Communion! 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 

Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 
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Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 

Days of peace and unity: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

721 LEAD ME, GUIDE ME 

ref Lead me, guide me, along the way; 

For if You lead me, I cannot stray. 

    Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 

    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

1 I am weak and I need Thy strength and pow’r 

To help me over my weakest hour. 
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    Help me through the darkness Thy face to see. 

    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

 

2 Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, 

Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 

    I am putting all my trust in Thee. 

    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

 

3 I am lost if You take Your hand from me, 

I am blind without Thy light to see. 

    Lord, always let me Thy servant be. 

    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 
Text: Doris M. Akers, 1922–95 

Text: © 1953 Doris M. Akers, admin. Chappell & Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 
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