SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST + SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

RINGING OF THE BELLS + WELCOME TO
WORSHIP!

565 SALVATION UNTO US HAS COME sts. 1-2, 5
1  Salvation unto us has come
By God’s free grace and favor;
Good works cannot avert our doom,
They help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone,
Who did for all the world atone;
He is our one Redeemer.

2 What God did in His Law demand
And none to Him could render
Caused wrath and woe on ev'ry hand
For man, the vile offender.
Our flesh has not those pure desires



The spirit of the Law requires,
And lost is our condition.

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.
He has for us the Law obeyed
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484—1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.)

P) In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.



But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.)

P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory
of Your holy name. Amen.



P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the -1~
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

565 SALVATION UNTO US HAS COME  sts. 6, 9-10
6 Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,
Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.
Your grace alone, dear Lord, | plead,
Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.
For faith alone can justify;
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Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.

A 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.
O triune God in heav’n above,
You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blessed name we hallow.

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484—1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain

SERVICE OF THE WORD

KYRIE LSB 168

P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

®P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let
us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.



=

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 171

P) This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength
and honor and blessing and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the
hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to
God and the Lamb forever. Amen.



This is the feast of victory for our God, for the
Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluia, alleluia.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
®P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand
before You relying on anything we have done, help
us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to
Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING |Isaiah 55:6—9
The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah,
chapter 55.



%“Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
"let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have
compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
SFor my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the
LORD.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
SO are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

(Al This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30
The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 1.

2] want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the
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gospel, 3so that it has become known throughout the
whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my
imprisonment is for Christ. "*And most of the brothers,
having become confident in the Lord by my
Imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word
without fear. . . .

Sfor | know that through your prayers and the help of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my
deliverance, ?%as it is my eager expectation and hope
that | will not be at all ashamed, but that with full
courage now as always Christ will be honored in my
body, whether by life or by death. 2'For to me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain. ?°If | am to live in the flesh,
that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which | shall
choose | cannot tell. >°| am hard pressed between the
two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that
is far better. 2But to remain in the flesh is more
necessary on your account. 2°Convinced of this, | know
that | will remain and continue with you all, for your
progress and joy in the faith, ?°so that in me you may
have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of
my coming to you again.



270Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel
of Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am
absent, | may hear of you that you are standing firm in
one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the
faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by
your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God.
2For it has been granted to you that for the sake of
Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer
for his sake, 3®engaged in the same conflict that you
saw | had and now hear that | still have.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

10



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
twentieth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

'Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven is like a master
of a house who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard. “After agreeing with the
laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his
vineyard. SAnd going out about the third hour he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace, “and to them
he said, “"You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is
right | will give you.” °So they went. Going out again
about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the
same. °And about the eleventh hour he went out and
found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do
you stand here idle all day?’ "They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You
go into the vineyard too.” 8And when evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the
laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the
last, up to the first.” °And when those hired about the
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eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius.
'Now when those hired first came, they thought they
would receive more, but each of them also received a
denarius. ""And on receiving it they grumbled at the
master of the house, ?saying, ‘These last worked only
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.” 3But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a
denarius? '“Take what belongs to you and go. | choose
to give to this last worker as | give to you. ""Am | not
allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me?
Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ '°So the last will
be first, and the first last.”

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

826 HARK, THE VOICE OF JESUS CRYING
1 Hark, the voice of Jesus crying,
“Who will go and work today?
Fields are white and harvests waiting—
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Who will bear the sheaves away?”
Loud and long the Master calleth;
Rich reward He offers thee.
Who will answer, gladly saying,
“Here am |, send me, send me”?

If you cannot speak like angels,

If you cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus,

You can say He died for all.
If you cannot rouse the wicked

With the judgment’s dread alarms,
You can lead the little children

To the Savior’s waiting arms.

If you cannot be a watchman,
Standing high on Zion’s wall,

Pointing out the path to heaven,
Off'ring life and peace to all,

With your prayers and with your bounties
You can do what God commands;
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You can be like faithful Aaron,
Holding up the prophet’s hands.

4  Let none hear you idly saying,

“There is nothing | can do,”

While the multitudes are dying
And the Master calls for you.

Take the task He gives you gladly,
Let His work your pleasure be;

Answer quickly when He calleth,
“Here am I, send me, send me!”

Text (sts. 1-2, 4): Daniel March, 1816—1909, alt.; (st. 3): unknown, alt.
Text: Public domain

SERMON

NICENE CREED
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
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the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
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And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE LSB 177
®P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should
at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 178

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and

might:

Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178

P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for
You have had mercy on those whom You created
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy
we receive the salvation accomplished for us by
the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My I~ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My I blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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P] O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in
giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest
iIn the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the
final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
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and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 180
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 180
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

637 DRAW NEAR AND TAKE THE BODY OF THE

LORD

1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and Himself the priest.

21



2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;
With heav’'nly bread He makes the hungry whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.

3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow
As in this feast of love You bless us now.

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

618 1 COME, O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE
1 | come, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
That sinners may salvation see
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Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
So |, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain

3  Unworthy though | am, O Savior,
Because | have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain

4  Weary am | and heavy laden;
With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden
My heart, for | am now Thy guest. Refrain

5 What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,
The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677—-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047

THANK THE LORD LSB 181

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell
ev’ryone what He has done.
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Let ev’ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and
proudly bear His name.

He recalls His promises and leads His people
forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P} Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have
given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the
Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep
us firm in the true faith throughout our days of
pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which
has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 183
) The Lord bless you and keep you.
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The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you

peace.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

869 WITH THE LORD BEGIN YOUR TASK sts. 1-2, 5
1 With the Lord begin your task;
Jesus will direct it.
For His aid and counsel ask;
Jesus will perfect it.
Ev'ry morn with Jesus rise,
And when day is ended,
In His name then close your eyes;
Be to Him commended.

2 Let each day begin with prayer,
Praise, and adoration.
On the Lord cast ev'ry care;
He is your salvation.
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Morning, evening, and at night
Jesus will be near you,

Save you from the tempter’s might,
With His presence cheer you.

5 Thus, Lord Jesus, ev'ry task

Be to You commended;

May Your will be done, | ask,
Until life is ended.

Jesus, in Your name begun
Be the day’s endeavor;

Grant that it may well be done
To Your praise forever.

Text: Morgen- und Abend-segen, 1734, Waldenburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890-1950, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047
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