TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST + NOVEMBER 16, 2025

RINGING OF THE BELLS AND PRAYER OF
PREPARATION

INTRODUCTION TO HYMN 508

508 THE DAY IS SURELY DRAWING NEAR sts. 14
1  The day is surely drawing near
When Jesus, God’s anointed,
In all His power shall appear
As judge whom God appointed.
Then fright shall banish idle mirth,
And flames on flames shall ravage earth
As Scripture long has warned us.

2 The final trumpet then shall sound
And all the earth be shaken,
And all who rest beneath the ground
Shall from their sleep awaken.
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But all who live will in that hour,
By God’s almighty, boundless pow'r,
Be changed at His commanding.

3 The books are opened then to all,
A record truly telling
What each has done, both great and small,
When he on earth was dwelling,
And ev'ry heart be clearly seen,
And all be known as they have been
In thoughts and words and actions.

4  Then woe to those who scorned the Lord
And sought but carnal pleasures,
Who here despised His precious Word
And loved their earthly treasures!
With shame and trembling they will stand
And at the judge’s stern command
To Satan be delivered.

Text: Bartholomaus Ringwaldt, 1532—-99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832—1919, alt.
Text: Public domain



(The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.)

P)

=

®

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.)

P)] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole
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heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory
of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the -1~
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

508 THE DAY IS SURELY DRAWING NEAR sts. 57
5 My Savior paid the debt | owe
And for my sin was smitten;
Within the Book of Life | know
My name has now been written.
| will not doubt, for | am free,
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And Satan cannot threaten me;
There is no condemnation!

6 May Christ our intercessor be
And through His blood and merit
Read from His book that we are free
With all who life inherit.
Then we shall see Him face to face,
With all His saints in that blest place
Which He has purchased for us.

7/ O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us free
From death and ev'ry euvil.

Text: Bartholomaus Ringwaldt, 1532—-99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832—1919, alt.
Text: Public domain

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P} The Lord be with you.



And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have
given exceedingly great and precious promises to
those who trust in You. Rule and govern our
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may
live and abide forever in Your Son, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 4:1-6

A] The Old Testament Reading is from Malachi,
chapter 4.

' “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an
oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze,
says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch. ?But for you who fear my
name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing
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in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from
the stall. >And you shall tread down the wicked, for they
will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day
when | act, says the LORD of hosts.

4““Remember the law of my servant Moses, the
statutes and just decrees that | commanded him at
Horeb for all Israel.

>“Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the
great and awesome day of the LORD comes. °And he
will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the
hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come and strike
the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13
The Epistle is from 2 Thessalonians, chapter 3.

'Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the
Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened
among you, 2and that we may be delivered from
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wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. *But the
Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you
against the evil one. “And we have confidence in the
Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the
things that we command. *May the Lord direct your
hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of
Christ.

°Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any
brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord
with the tradition that you received from us. "For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because
we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we
eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil
and labor we worked night and day, that we might not
be a burden to any of you. °It was not because we do
not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an
example to imitate. '°For even when we were with you,
we would give you this command: If anyone is not
willing to work, let him not eat. "'"For we hear that some
among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but
busybodies. ""Now such persons we command and
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encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work
quietly and to earn their own living.

1SAs for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing
good.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 21:5-28

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the
twenty-first chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.



>While some were speaking of the temple, how it
was adorned with noble stones and offerings, Jesus
said, °“As for these things that you see, the days will
come when there will not be left here one stone upon
another that will not be thrown down.” “And they asked
him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will
be the sign when these things are about to take
place?” 8And he said, “See that you are not led astray.
For many will come in my name, saying, ‘| am he!” and,
‘The time is at hand!” Do not go after them. °And when
you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for
these things must first take place, but the end will not
be at once.”

Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. ""There will be
great earthquakes, and in various places famines and
pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs
from heaven. “But before all this they will lay their
hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to
the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought
before kings and governors for my name’s sake. *This
will be your opportunity to bear witness. Settle it
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therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand
how to answer, ">for | will give you a mouth and
wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to
withstand or contradict. '°You will be delivered up even
by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and
some of you they will put to death. "You will be hated
by all for my name’s sake. ®But not a hair of your head
will perish. ®By your endurance you will gain your
lives.

20“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by
armies, then know that its desolation has come near.
21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart,
and let not those who are out in the country enter it,
2?for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is
written. 22Alas for women who are pregnant and for
those who are nursing infants in those days! For there
will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against
this people. *They will fall by the edge of the sword
and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem
will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

11



25“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars,
and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity
because of the roaring of the sea and the waves,
*people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what
is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. ?’And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 2Now
when these things begin to take place, straighten up
and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P} Holy God, hear Your people as they pray, and
grant to us all things needful and beneficial
according to Your gracious promise in Christ, our
Lord. Keep us from being led astray by those who
speak lies in Your name. Awaken within us ears to
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hear Your Word and hearts to believe, even in the
face of trial and trouble, that we may be found
faithful when our Lord comes in His glory to finish
His new creation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Uphold all ministers of Your Gospel and those who
hear it gladly. Cause that Word to be honored and
so deliver them from wicked and evil men. Give a
mouth and wisdom to Your people in all adversity
to confess You boldly and to endure faithfully to
the end. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give You thanks, O Lord, for the gift of family,
and we ask You to bless the homes in which Your
people dwell. Make them to be places of blessing
and peace centered in Your Word, where the faith
IS preserved and passed on to children and
grandchildren. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Lord, You judge the world with righteousness and
Your people with equity. Bless us with good and
faithful leaders and government to defend Your
people, punish the evildoer and encourage virtue.
Raise up those who will serve the cause of peace
among the nations. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your Christ is our Rising Sun with healing in His
wings. Shine His light upon the sick, those who

suffer loss and persecution for the sake of Your
name, those whose hearts are heavy with grief,
and all who have requested our prayers [especially

[. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bring us to receive with thanksgiving and faith the
most blessed food of Christ’s flesh for the life of
the world and His blood that cleanses us from all
our sins. Bless us with unity of faith and harmony
of doctrine and life. By this blessed Sacrament,
equip us with all the gifts of the Spirit and bring to
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harvest the rich fruits of the Spirit in the lives of
Your people, both now and forevermore. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, You are the strength of Your people. Grant
that we may not give into temptation or be caught
up in evil but endure through Your grace to the day
of Christ’s return. We pray that we would be found
holy and blameless by the power of His grace
when You bring the dawn of the Last Day and lead
us into the place where there is no night, no
darkness and no death. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Blessed Lord, You have promised never to
abandon us and to provide all that we need for this
day and for eternal life. In the name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord, hear the prayers of Your people,
and grant them all good things for Your mercy’s
sake. To You, the eternal God, the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, be glory now and forevermore.
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Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE LSB 160
The Lord be with you.

® =

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® =

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

® =

=

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should
at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having
created all things, took on human flesh and was
born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on
the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to
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death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a
holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for
You have had mercy on those whom You created
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy
we receive the salvation accomplished for us by
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the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

®P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
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said: “Take, eat; this is My I~ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My I blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in
giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest
iIn the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the
final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; grant us peace.

809 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS
1  Greatis Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail
not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
Refrain

ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided,;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
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Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Refrain

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Refrain

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—1960
Text: Public domain

/83 TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE

1

Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;

Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;
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Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only for my King;

Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would | withhold;
Take my intellect and use

Ev'ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.
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Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836—79
Text: Public domain

THANK THE LORD LSB 164
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell
ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly
bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people
forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.
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BENEDICTION LSB 166
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you
peace.
Amen.

919 ABIDE, O DEAREST JESUS
1 Abide, O dearest Jesus,
Among us with Your grace
That Satan may not harm us
Nor we to sin give place.

2 Abide, O dear Redeemer,
Among us with Your Word,
And thus now and hereafter
True peace and joy afford.

3  Abide with heav’'nly brightness
Among us, precious Light;
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Your truth direct and keep us
From error's gloomy night.

4  Abide with richest blessings
Among us, bounteous Lord;
Let us in grace and wisdom
Grow daily through Your Word.

5 Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our strength,
Lest world and Satan fell us
And overcome at length.

6 Abide, O faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness and help us
To reach our home above.

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588-1632; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Text: Public domain
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