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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS + WELCOME TO 

WORSHIP! 

 

(The following hymn was written by Francis Scott 

Key who also wrote our National Anthem) 

 

966 BEFORE YOU, LORD, WE BOW 

1 Before You, Lord, we bow, 

    Our God who reigns above 

And rules the world below, 

    Boundless in pow’r and love. 

Our thanks we bring 

    In joy and praise, 

    Our hearts we raise 

To You, our King! 

 

2 The nation You have blest 

    May well Your love declare, 
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From foes and fears at rest, 

    Protected by Your care. 

For this bright day, 

    For this fair land— 

    Gifts of Your hand— 

Our thanks we pay. 

 

3 May ev’ry mountain height, 

    Each vale and forest green, 

Shine in Your Word’s pure light, 

    And its rich fruits be seen! 

May ev’ry tongue 

    Be tuned to praise 

    And join to raise 

A grateful song. 

 

4 Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; 

    Your great Redeemer own; 

Believe, obey, rejoice, 

    And worship Him alone. 

Cast down your pride, 

    Your sin deplore, 
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    And bow before 

The Crucified. 

 

5 And when in pow’r He comes, 

    Oh, may our native land 

From all its rending tombs 

    Send forth a glorious band, 

A countless throng, 

    With joy to sing 

    To heav’n’s high King 

Salvation’s song! 
Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779–1843, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
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C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 

of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

KYRIE 168 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

THIS IS THE FEAST 171 

P This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

C Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength 

and honor and blessing and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the 

hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to 

God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the 

Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy 

attends us all our days. Be our strength and 

support amid the wearisome changes of this world, 

and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and 

the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zechariah 9:9–12 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Zechariah, 

chapter 9. 

  

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

behold, your king is coming to you; 
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 righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 

 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my 

covenant with you, 

 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless 

pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

P Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 

P  1I will extol you, my God and King, 

 and bless your name forever and ever. 

C  2Every day I will bless you 

 and praise your name forever and ever. 

P  3Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

 and his greatness is unsearchable. 

C  4One generation shall commend your works to 

another, 

 and shall declare your mighty acts. 

P  5On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

 and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

C  6They shall speak of the might of your 

awesome deeds, 

 and I will declare your greatness. 

P  7They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant 

goodness 

 and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

C  8The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

P  9The LORD is good to all, 
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 and his mercy is over all that he has made. 

C  10All your works shall give thanks to you, O 

LORD, 

 and all your saints shall bless you! 

P  11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 

 and tell of your power, 

C  12to make known to the children of man your 

mighty deeds, 

 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

P  13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

 and your dominion endures throughout all 

generations. 

The LORD is faithful in all his words 

 and kind in all his works. 

C  14The LORD upholds all who are falling 

 and raises up all who are bowed down. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 7:14–25a 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 7. 

  

 14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the 

flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not understand my own 
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actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 

thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree 

with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I 

who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know 

that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For 

I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability 

to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the 

evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do 

what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin 

that dwells within me. 

 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, 

evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God, 

in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another 

law waging war against the law of my mind and making 

me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from 

this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord! 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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(Stand) 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:25–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these 

things from the wise and understanding and revealed 

them to little children; 26yes, Father, for such was your 

gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me 

by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the 

Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son 

and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
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find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

699 I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Come unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

    Thy head upon My breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

    So weary, worn, and sad; 

I found in Him a resting place, 

    And He has made me glad. 

 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Behold, I freely give 

The living water; thirsty one, 

    Stoop down and drink and live.” 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 

    Of that life-giving stream; 
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My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

    And now I live in Him. 

 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “I am this dark world’s light. 

Look unto Me; thy morn shall rise 

    And all thy day be bright.” 

I looked to Jesus, and I found 

    In Him my star, my sun; 

And in that light of life I’ll walk 

    Till trav’ling days are done. 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P That we may find rest in the work of Christ alone, 

and be encouraged by the knowledge of eternal 

life, let us pray to the Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For pastors who faithfully proclaim the things that 

the Lord has hidden from the wise and 

understanding, that His Word would continue to 

grow and flourish in us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For our homes, that our heavenly Father would be 

the companion of those who are alone, the 

strength of husbands and wives, and the blessing 

of parents as they catechize their children; and 

that He would preserve our families from every 

plague and evil, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the United States of America as she 

celebrates 250 years of independence and 

nationhood, that God would grant her good and 

wise government and sustain her in peace and 

security, especially so that the Holy Gospel may 
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be confessed openly and received gladly, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the celebrations of this milestone, that they 

may unite our country as a people and cause us to 

renew our commitment to the public good; and that 

all Christians would give respect, honor and love 

where each is due, as servants of Christ in this 

world whose eternal citizenship is in heaven, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those weary and heavy-laden with tribulations 

or illnesses, [especially _____________,] that they 

would be blessed with the knowledge of His easy 

yoke and light burden and find rest in the Lord, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those who receive the Sacrament, that with 

penitent hearts and a common confession of faith, 
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they may be freed by the blood of His eternal 

covenant, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P All these things and whatever else You know that 

we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who 

died and rose again and now lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day 

overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 178 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and 

might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 

bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy 

we receive the salvation accomplished for us by 

the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 

Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in 

giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 
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You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest 

in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the 

final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 180 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

809 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail 

not; 

    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain 
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ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

Refrain 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

Refrain 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 

Text: Public domain 

 

TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS 

1 O soul are you weary and troubled 

No light in the darkness you see 
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There's light for a look at the Savior 

And life more abundant and free 

 

 Turn your eyes upon Jesus 

Look full in His wonderful face 

And the things of earth 

Will grow strangely dim 

In the light of His glory and grace 

 

2 Through death into life everlasting 

He passed and we follow Him there 

Over us sin no more hath dominion 

For more than conquerors we are 

 

3 His Word shall not fail you He promised 

Believe Him and all will be well 

Then go to a world that is dying 

His perfect salvation to tell 
Text: Helen H. Lemmel 

Text: Public domain CCLI Song # 15960 Helen H. Lemmel © Words: Public Domain  Music: Public Domain  For use solely 

with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2926801 
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THANK THE LORD LSB 181 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell 

ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let ev’ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and 

proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people 

forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



26 
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA 
 God bless America, land that I love 

Stand beside her and guide her 

Through the night with the light from above 

 

 From the mountains to the prairies 

To the oceans white with foam 

God bless America, my home sweet home 

 

 God bless America, land that I love 

Stand beside her and guide her 

Through the night with the light from above 

 

 From the mountains to the prairies 

To the oceans white with foam 

God bless America, my home sweet home 

 

 From the mountains to the prairies 

To the oceans white with foam 
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God bless America, my home sweet home 

God bless America, my home sweet home 
Text: © Songwriters: Irving Berlin\r\nGod Bless America lyrics © Imagem Music Inc. Used by permission: CCLI no. 
2926801 
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