Weekly Scripture Readings and Prayers for November 16-22, 2025

11/16 OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 4:1-6
' “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when
all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that
iIs coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so
that it will leave them neither root nor branch. ?But for you
who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with
healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from
the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will
be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when | act,
says the LORD of hosts.

*“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes
and just decrees that | commanded him at Horeb for all
Israel.

>“Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the
great and awesome day of the LORD comes. °And he will
turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of
children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a
decree of utter destruction.”

11/16 Epistle Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13

'Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may
speed ahead and be honored, as happened among

you, “and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil
men. For not all have faith. *But the Lord is faithful. He will
establish you and guard you against the evil one. “And we
have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing
and will do the things that we command. *May the Lord direct




your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of
Christ.

°Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is
walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that
you received from us. “For you yourselves know how you
ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were
with you, 8nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for
it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we
might not be a burden to any of you. °It was not because we
do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an
example to imitate. "°For even when we were with you, we
would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to
work, let him not eat. ""For we hear that some among you
walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. '?Now
such persons we command and encourage in the Lord
Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living.

13As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.

11/16 Gospel Reading: Luke 21:5-28

*While some were speaking of the temple, how it was
adorned with noble stones and offerings, Jesus said, °“As for
these things that you see, the days will come when there will
not be left here one stone upon another that will not be
thrown down.” And they asked him, “Teacher, when will
these things be, and what will be the sign when these things
are about to take place?” 8And he said, “See that you are not
led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘Il am
he!” and, ‘The time is at hand!” Do not go after them. °And
when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for
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these things must first take place, but the end will not be at
once.”

'Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. ""There will be great
earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences.
And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. '“But
before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute
you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and
you will be brought before kings and governors for my
name’s sake. "*This will be your opportunity to bear
witness. *Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate
beforehand how to answer, ">for | will give you a mouth and
wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to
withstand or contradict. '®You will be delivered up even by
parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of
you they will put to death. ""You will be hated by all for my
name’s sake. "®But not a hair of your head will perish. "°By
your endurance you will gain your lives.

20“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies,
then know that its desolation has come near. ?'Then let
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those
who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are out
in the country enter it, %*for these are days of vengeance, to
fulfill all that is written. 2>Alas for women who are pregnant
and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For
there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against
this people. *They will fall by the edge of the sword and be
led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be
trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled.



25“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and
on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the
roaring of the sea and the waves, %°people fainting with fear
and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 2’And then they will
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great
glory. ®Now when these things begin to take place,
straighten up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”

Here are the readings for next Sunday, 11/23/25. You will
benefit from reading them ahead of time. You can help Pastor
prepare his sermons by sharing your questions and
comments!

Old Testament for November 23 Malachi 3:13-18
Epistle for November 23 Colossians 1:13-20
Gospel for November 23 Luke 23:27-43

-+ Church members with health or other issues: Darlene,
Joan, Tremayne, Mickey, Brad, Crystal, Ed, Steve.

-~ Others who need prayer: Harriet's brother Norman,
Karen, Ron, Rick, John, Dean, Jim, Thelma, Erin, Jayson,
Lorraine, Ann, Helen & Margaret, Kelly, Melody, Shannon
and her 3 children.

-~ Other Prayer Requests — Sunday School
Superintendent, Education Committee Member, Elder
needed. Churches needing pastors or other workers: Living
Christ in Chanhassen, St. John’s in Hollywood, Bethlehem in
Eden Prairie.
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