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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

AUGUST 16, 2026 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS + WELCOME TO 

WORSHIP! 

 

901 OPEN NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY 

1 Open now thy gates of beauty; 

    Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty 

    Waits for Him who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessèd is this place, 

Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

2 Gracious God, I come before Thee; 

    Come Thou also unto me. 

Where we find Thee and adore Thee, 

    There a heav’n on earth must be. 

To my heart, O enter Thou; 

Let it be Thy temple now! 
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3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; 

    Here Thy seed is duly sown. 

Let my soul, where it is planted, 

    Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

So that all I hear may be 

Fruitful unto life in me. 

 

4 Thou my faith increase and quicken; 

    Let me keep Thy gift divine, 

Howsoe’er temptations thicken; 

    May Thy Word still o’er me shine 

As my guiding star through life, 

As my comfort in all strife. 

 

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; 

    Let Thy will be done indeed. 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee 

    While Thou dost Thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; 

Here is balm for all our woes. 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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(The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true 

heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
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C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You 

all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 

me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, 

as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in 

the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your 

children many blessings even though we are 

undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us 

steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness and 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, 

chapter 56. 

  

1Thus says the LORD: 

“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 

for soon my salvation will come, 

 and my deliverance be revealed. . . . 
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6“And the foreigners who join themselves to the 

LORD, 

 to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

 and to be his servants, 

everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not 

profane it, 

 and holds fast my covenant— 
7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

 and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

 will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

 for all peoples.” 
8The Lord GOD, 

 who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, 

“I will gather yet others to him 

 besides those already gathered.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 11. 

  

 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no 

means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 

Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has 

not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . . 

 13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then 

as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my 

ministry 14in order somehow to make my fellow Jews 

jealous, and thus save some of them. 15For if their 

rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what 

will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? . . . 
28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for 

your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for 

the sake of their forefathers. 29For the gifts and the 

calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were at 

one time disobedient to God but now have received 

mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they too 

have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy 

shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 32For 
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God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may 

have mercy on all. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Stand) 

 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the 

district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And behold, a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and was crying, 

“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my 

daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23But he 

did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and 
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begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying 

out after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the 

lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and 

knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26And he 

answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread 

and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet 

even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “O 

woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you 

desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

653 IN CHRIST THERE IS NO EAST OR WEST 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 

    In Him no south or north, 

But one great fellowship of love 

    Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

2 With God there is no tribe or race; 

    In Him we all are one. 
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He loves us as His children through 

    Our faith in His dear Son. 

 

3 So, brothers, sisters, praise His name 

    Who died to set us free 

From sin, division, hate, and shame, 

    From spite and enmity! 

 

4 Join hands, disciples of the faith, 

    Whate’er your race may be; 

Who serves my Father as His child 

    Is surely kin to me. 

 

5 In Christ now meet both east and west; 

    In Him meet south and north. 

All Christian souls are one in Him 

    Throughout the whole wide earth. 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): John Oxenham, 1852–1941, alt.; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A. Perry, 1942–96 

Text (sts. 1, 4–5): Public domain 

Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

SERMON 
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P The peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take 

not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  



12 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day 

overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 



13 
 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that 

cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 

the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 

the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 

the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 
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770 WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
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    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

    Thou wilt find a solace there. 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 

Text: Public domain 

 

975 BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS 

1 Blest be the tie that binds 

    Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

    Is like to that above. 
 

2 Before our Father’s throne 

    We pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

    Our comforts and our cares. 
 

3 We share our mutual woes, 

    Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 

    The sympathizing tear. 
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4 When here our pathways part, 

    We suffer bitter pain; 

Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, 

    We hope to meet again. 
 

5 From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

    And sin we shall be free 

And perfect love and friendship reign 

    Through all eternity. 
Text: John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 

peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which 

Thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of 

Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 

shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 

this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 

Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. 
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T 

give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

922 GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING  

1 Go, My children, with My blessing, 

        Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; 

        You are My own. 

    In My love’s baptismal river 

    I have made you Mine forever. 

Go, My children, with My blessing— 

        You are My own. 
 

2 Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

        At peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, 

        What I can cure. 

    Here you heard My dear Son’s story; 

    Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

        At peace and pure. 
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3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

        Closer to Me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, 

        Joyful and free. 

    Here My Spirit’s power filled you; 

    Here His tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

        Joyful and free. 
 

4 I the Lord will bless and keep you 

        And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you 

        And give you peace: 

    I the Lord will be your Father, 

    Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, My children; I will keep you 

        And give you peace. 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 
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