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LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 

+ NOVEMBER 23, 2025 

 

761 ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME 

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: 

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

 

2 Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 

3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 

Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
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Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 

4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee. 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 

Text: Public domain 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the 

preaching of Your cross. Forgive Your people their 

offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful 

goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal 

paradise; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 3:13–18 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Malachi, 

chapter 3. 

  

 13“Your words have been hard against me, says the 

LORD. But you say, ‘How have we spoken against 

you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is 

the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in 

mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15And now we call 

the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but 

they put God to the test and they escape.’” 

 16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one 

another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and 
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a book of remembrance was written before him of 

those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 
17“They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the 

day when I make up my treasured possession, and I 

will spare them as a man spares his son who serves 

him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction 

between the righteous and the wicked, between one 

who serves God and one who does not serve him.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Colossians 1:13–20 

A The Epistle is from Colossians, chapter 1. 

  

 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 

and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 
14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation. 16For by him all things were created, in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
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were created through him and for him. 17And he is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 

everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through 

him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 

or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Stand) 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 23:27–43 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

twenty-third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 27And there followed Jesus a great multitude of the 

people and of women who were mourning and 

lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, 

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 

weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For 

behold, the days are coming when they will say, 

‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore 

and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will 

begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the 

hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the 

wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to 

be put to death with him. 33And when they came to the 

place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, 

and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know 

not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 

garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the 

rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 

save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen 

One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
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offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the 

King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an 

inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at 

him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and 

us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not 

fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are 

receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man 

has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will 

be with me in Paradise.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

527 O SAVIOR, PRECIOUS SAVIOR 

1 O Savior, precious Savior, 

    Whom yet unseen we love; 
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O name of might and favor, 

    All other names above, 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

    To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 

We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

    Our holy Lord and King. 

 

2 O bringer of salvation, 

    Who wondrously hast wrought 

Thyself the revelation 

    Of love beyond our thought, 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

    To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 

We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

    Our gracious Lord and King. 

 

3 In Thee all fullness dwelleth, 

    All grace and pow’r divine; 

The glory that excelleth, 

    O Son of God, is Thine. 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

    To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 
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We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

    Our glorious Lord and King. 

 

4 O grant the consummation 

    Of this our song above 

In endless adoration 

    And everlasting love; 

Then shall we praise and bless Thee 

    Where perfect praises ring, 

And evermore confess Thee, 

    Our Savior and our King! 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 

Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 
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C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having 

created all things, took on human flesh and was 

born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on 

the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to 

death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a 

holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 178 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and 

might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 

bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy 

we receive the salvation accomplished for us by 

the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 

Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
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Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 180 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

971 THERE IS A REDEEMER 

1 There is a Redeemer— 

    Jesus, God’s own Son; 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

    Holy One. Refrain 

 

ref Thank You, O my Father, 

    For giving us Your Son, 

And leaving Your Spirit 

    Till the work on earth is done. 
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2 Jesus, my Redeemer, 

    Name above all names; 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

    Hope for sinners slain. Refrain 

 

3 When I stand in glory, 

    I will see His face; 

There I’ll serve my King forever 

    In that holy place. Refrain 
Text: Melody Green, 1946, alt. 

Text: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

821 ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS 

1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

    His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, 

    His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

    Thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 

    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 
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2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 

    Are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us; 

    Faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received Him 

    When the forty days were o’er, 

Shall our hearts forget His promise: 

    “I am with you evermore”? 

 

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 

    Here on earth our food, our stay; 

Alleluia! Here the sinful 

    Flee to You from day to day. 

Intercessor, Friend of sinners, 

    Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 

Where the songs of all the sinless 

    Sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

4 Alleluia! King eternal, 

    Lord omnipotent we own; 

Alleluia! Born of Mary, 

    Earth Your footstool, heav’n Your throne. 
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As within the veil You entered, 

    Robed in flesh, our great High Priest, 

Here on earth both priest and victim 

    In the eucharistic feast. 

 

5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

    His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, 

    His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

    Thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 

    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

THANK THE LORD LSB 181 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell 

ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let ev’ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and 

proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people 

forth in joy 
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with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

733 O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST sts. 1–2, 4, 6 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

    And our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

    And our defense is sure. 
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4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 

    Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night 

    Before the rising sun. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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