FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 28, 2025

370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS
1  What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate

Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,

The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!

1



3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Text: Public domain

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.)

P) In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.



But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.)

P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory
of Your holy name. Amen.



Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the -1~
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

[P)

P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You
wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of
Your Son yet more wondrously restored our
human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in
Him who made Himself to be like us; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
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You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 63:7-14
A] The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah,
chapter 63.

I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his
compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast
love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
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In his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days
of old.
19But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
"Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.
Where is he who brought them up out of the sea
with the shepherds of his flock?
Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,
2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,
who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Swho led them through the depths?
Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.
4L ike livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.
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So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Galatians 4:4—7
The Epistle is from Galatians, chapter 4.

“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth
his Son, born of woman, born under the law, °to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons. °And because you are
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!” “So you are no longer a slave,
but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)



ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:13-23

) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
second chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

When the wise men had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until | tell you, for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” "*And he
rose and took the child and his mother by night and
departed to Egypt "®and remained there until the death
of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken
by the prophet, “Out of Egypt | called my son.”

18Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked
by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and
killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that
region who were two years old or under, according to
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the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
"Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet
Jeremiah:

18“A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be comforted, because they are
no more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, ““saying,
“Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land
of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.
21And he rose and took the child and his mother and
went to the land of Israel. ?But when he heard that
Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his
father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of
Galilee. 2And he went and lived in a city called
Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might
be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
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Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father

Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
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the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

[P)

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ
Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Lord, we are the people of Your promise, to whom
You have revealed Your Son as Savior and
Redeemer. Bless Your Church, that we may enjoy
the gift of good and faithful ministers. Prosper Your
Word and bring to fruition its proclamation in every
place and time. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, You give us the gift of each other. Renew
our fellowship as the Body of Christ. Grant all
things beneficial for husbands and wives, the
single, those who desire marriage, and the lonely
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who yearn to know the comfort of friends and
family. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all
the earth! Out of the mouths of babes and nursing
infants You have perfected Your praise. Silence
the enemy and the avenger. Turn the hearts of all
who, like Herod, would despise children or destroy
the unborn for selfish gain. Show Your forgiveness
to those who are penitent. Give Your comfort to all
women who mourn the loss of infants, and fix our
eyes on Christ, who for a time was spared but has
shed His blood for our salvation. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, You appoint leaders and give the

responsibility of authority. Protect our nation and
its leaders. Grant them wisdom in their pursuit of
justice. Bring Your gift of peace in the world, and
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give relief to those who suffer oppression. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty Lord, You are the Great Physician. Grant
healing in accordance with Your will for the sick
and those who suffer [especially

|.Give strength to those who give

aid and care for the sick. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious God, in Holy Communion You unite us in
the body and blood of Your Son. Enable us to
receive this Sacrament with faith and be
strengthened by it. Bring soon, O Lord, unity of
faith and doctrine so that all divisions may cease
and we may be fully one at the altar. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, all that we have comes from
You. Give us grateful hearts, that we may receive
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Your gifts with joy and use them wisely for Your
glory. May our worship this day be pleasing in
Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, You are the bringer of true joy. Grant
Your Holy Spirit to increase and sustain us in this
joy and thanksgiving throughout the days of this
Christmas season, until that day when at last
Christ returns in His glory as Lord and judge of all.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Hear us, O Lord, for we are the people of Your
promise and the children whom You have
redeemed through the salvation accomplished
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
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PREFACE LSB 177

®P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should

at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery
of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the
person of Your Son, we may know and love those
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
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SANCTUS LSB 178
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and
might:
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178

P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for
You have had mercy on those whom You created
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy
we receive the salvation accomplished for us by
the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of

Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He

16



bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My I~ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My I blood, which is shed
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for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in
giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest
in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the
final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
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as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 180
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

364 AWAY IN A MANGER

1

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
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2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
| love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.

Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.
Text: Public domain

374 GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD
1 Gentle Mary laid her child
Lowly in a manger;
There He lay, the Undefiled,
To the world a stranger.
Such a babe in such a place,
Can He be the Savior?
Ask the saved of all the race
Who have found His favor.
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2 Angels sang about His birth,

Wise Men sought and found Him;

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth
Glory all around Him.

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight,
Heard the angels singing;

All the plains were lit that night,
All the hills were ringing.

3 Gentle Mary laid her child

Lowly in @ manger;

He is still the Undefiled
But no more a stranger.

Son of God of humble birth,
Beautiful the story;

Praise His name in all the earth;
Hail the King of glory!

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859-1933
Text: Public domain

386 NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE
1 Now sing we, now rejoice,
Now raise to heav’'n our voice;
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He from whom joy streameth
Poor in a manger lies;

Not so brightly beameth
The sun in yonder skies.

Thou my Savior art!

Thou my Savior art!

Come from on high to me;
| cannot rise to Thee.
Cheer my wearied spirit,
O pure and holy Child;
Through Thy grace and merit,
Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
Draw me unto Thee!
Draw me unto Thee!

Now through His Son doth shine
The Father’s grace divine.
Death was reigning o’er us
Through sin and vanity
Till He opened for us
A bright eternity.
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May we praise Him there!
May we praise Him there!

4  Oh, where shall joy be found?
Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing
With all His saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing
In heav'nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there!
Oh, that we were there!

Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806—74, alt.
Text: Public domain

(Stand)

THANK THE LORD LSB 181
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell
ev’ryone what He has done.
Let ev’ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and
proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people
forth in joy
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with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

BENEDICTION LSB 183

P)

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you
peace.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

388 GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
ref Go tell it on the mountain,

Over the hills and ev'rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,

Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain
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2 The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

3 Downin a lonely manger
The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation
That blesséd Christmas morn. Refrain

Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work Il, 18731925, alt.; (ref): African American spiritual
Text: Public domain
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