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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST + NOVEMBER 8, 2026 

 

663 RISE, MY SOUL, TO WATCH AND PRAY 

1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; 

    From your sleep awaken! 

Be not by the evil day 

    Unawares o’ertaken; 

        For the foe, 

        Well we know, 

    Is a harvest reaping 

    While the saints are sleeping. 

 

2 Watch against the devil’s snares 

    Lest asleep he find you; 

For indeed no pains he spares 

    To deceive and blind you. 

        Satan’s prey 

        Oft are they 

    Who secure are sleeping 

    And no watch are keeping. 
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3 Watch! Let not the wicked world 

    With its lies defeat you 

Lest with bold deceptions hurled 

    It betray and cheat you. 

        Watch and see 

        Lest there be 

    Faithless friends to charm you, 

    Who but seek to harm you. 

 

4 Watch against yourself, my soul, 

    Lest with grace you trifle; 

Let not self your thoughts control 

    Nor God’s mercy stifle. 

        Pride and sin 

        Lurk within, 

    All your hopes to shatter; 

    Heed not when they flatter. 

 

5 But while watching, also pray 

    To the Lord unceasing. 

God protects you day by day, 
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    Strength and faith increasing, 

        So that still 

        Mind and will 

    Shall unite to serve Him 

    And forever love Him. 
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671–1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who 

could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore 

You are feared. 
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P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call 

upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, 

and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us 

our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism 

You declared us to be Your children and gathered 

us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life 

through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our 

faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

KYRIE LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

  

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
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    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God’s right hand on high— 

  

3 For You alone are holy; 

    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever, 

    Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit 

    Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. 

    “Amen!” our glad reply. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to 

lead home His bride, the Church, that with all the 
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company of the redeemed we may finally enter 

into His eternal wedding feast; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 5:18–24 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Amos, 

chapter 5. 

  

18Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 

 Why would you have the day of the LORD? 

It is darkness, and not light, 

 19as if a man fled from a lion, 

 and a bear met him, 

or went into the house and leaned his hand 

against the wall, 

 and a serpent bit him. 
20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not 

light, 

 and gloom with no brightness in it? 
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21“I hate, I despise your feasts, 

 and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings 

and grain offerings, 

 I will not accept them; 

and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, 

 I will not look upon them. 
23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

 to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
24But let justice roll down like waters, 

 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

A The Epistle is from 1 Thessalonians, chapter 4. 

  

 13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, 

about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve 

as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe 

that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
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Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen 

asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the 

Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 

coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have 

fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend from 

heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 

archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. 

And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are 

alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them 

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 

always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one 

another with these words. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Stand) 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

 These things are written that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
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 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:1–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten 

virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were 

wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took 

no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with 

their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all 

became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a 

cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 
8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 

oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise 

answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for 

us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for 

yourselves.’ 10And while they were going to buy, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in 
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with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 
11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, 

lord, open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to 

you, I do not know you.’ 13Watch therefore, for you 

know neither the day nor the hour.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

516 WAKE, AWAKE, FOR NIGHT IS FLYING 

1 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” 

The watchmen on the heights are crying; 

    “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 

Midnight hears the welcome voices 

And at the thrilling cry rejoices: 

    “Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 

The Bridegroom comes, awake! 

Your lamps with gladness take! 

    Alleluia! 

With bridal care 
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Yourselves prepare 

To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.” 

 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

And all her heart with joy is springing; 

    She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 

For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 

The strong in grace, in truth victorious; 

    Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 

Now come, Thou Blessèd One, 

Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 

    Hail! Hosanna! 

We enter all 

The wedding hall 

To eat the Supper at Thy call. 

 

3 Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, 

Let saints and angels sing before Thee 

    With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone. 

Of one pearl each shining portal, 

Where, joining with the choir immortal, 

    We gather round Thy radiant throne. 
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No eye has seen the light, 

No ear has heard the might 

    Of Thy glory; 

Therefore will we 

Eternally 

Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee! 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 

Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For steadfast faith, that through the pure preaching 

and teaching of God’s Holy Word we would be 

kept in constant readiness for Christ’s return, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

  

P For those who have wandered from the faith, that 

God would restore them to the wisdom of 

repentance and faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For all pastors as they preach and teach the Word, 

that all who hear may believe and that, believing, 

they may live in righteousness and godliness 

before the world until Christ returns, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For parents and those who teach children the 

Word of God, that generations to come may love 

God’s promises, walk in His truth and dwell in His 

house, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For rulers and all in authority, that our God of 

righteousness would embolden them to enact and 

defend measures that preserve peace and provide 

justice for all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who cry to the Lord, [including 

_____________,] that God would answer them 
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with strength and healing, comfort and hope, and 

keep them in the confidence of the resurrection of 

the dead, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For forgiveness, life and salvation, that the Lord 

would descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, raise up those who have fallen asleep 

and, until that day, prepare us by the blessed 

Sacrament for His coming in glory, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For comfort and hope in grief, that we may trust 

Christ’s Word that those who have died in the faith 

are only sleeping, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P These and whatsoever other things You would 

have us ask of You, O God, grant us for the sake 

of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord and 
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Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 

on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks 
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for Your boundless love shown to us when You 

sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 

our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 

death that we might not die eternally. Because He 

is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 

all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 

sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the 

glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to 

the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all 

creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the 

sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, 

and You justly barred them and all their children 

from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You 

promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-

giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have 

prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us 

Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and 

drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 

blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 

come to us in His body and blood. 
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Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 

taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
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thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

801 HOW GREAT THOU ART 

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

    Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

    Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 

Refrain 
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ref Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 

2 When through the woods and forest glades I 

wander, 

    I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

    And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 

Refrain 

 

3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

    Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in— 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

    He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain 

 

4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

    And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

    And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou 

art!” Refrain 
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Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859–1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 

Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110003047 

 

763 WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER 

1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 

    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 

ref It is well (It is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul), 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should 

come, 

    Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

Refrain 

 

3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
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    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

Refrain 

 

4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be 

sight, 

    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall 

descend; 

    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 

C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory 

    Of Your redeeming grace: 

    A light to lead the Gentiles 

    Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, 

    Your chosen Israel. 

  

2 All glory to the Father, 
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    All glory to the Son, 

    All glory to the Spirit, 

    Forever Three in One; 

    For as in the beginning, 

    Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding 

    Through all eternity. 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
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The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

718 JESUS, LEAD THOU ON 

1 Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won; 

    And although the way be cheerless, 

    We will follow calm and fearless. 

Guide us by Thy hand 

To our fatherland. 

 

2 If the way be drear, 

If the foe be near, 

    Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 

    Let not faith and hope forsake us; 

For through many_a woe 

To our home we go. 
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3 When we seek relief 

From a long-felt grief, 

    When temptations come alluring, 

    Make us patient and enduring. 

Show us that bright shore 

Where we weep no more. 

 

4 Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won. 

    Heav’nly leader, still direct us, 

    Still support, console, protect us, 

Till we safely stand 

In our fatherland. 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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