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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  

APRIL 12, 2026 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

482 THIS JOYFUL EASTERTIDE 

1 This joyful Eastertide 

    Away with sin and sorrow! 

My love, the Crucified, 

    Has sprung to life this morrow: Refrain 

 

ref Had Christ, who once was slain, 

    Not burst His three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

    But now has Christ arisen, 

    arisen, arisen; 

    But now has Christ arisen! 

 

2 Death’s flood has lost its chill 

    Since Jesus crossed the river; 
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Lover of souls, from ill 

    My passing soul deliver: Refrain 

 

3 My flesh in hope shall rest 

    And for a season slumber 

Till trump from east to west 

    Shall wake the dead in number: Refrain 
Text: George R. Woodward, 1848–1934 

Text: Public domain 

 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true 

heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
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C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You 

all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 

me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, 

as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
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announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in 

the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

464 THE STRIFE IS O’ER, THE BATTLE DONE 

ref Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

1 The strife is o’er, the battle done; 

Now is the victor’s triumph won; 

Now be the song of praise begun. 

    Alleluia! 

 

2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst, 

But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 

Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 

    Alleluia! 

 

3 The three sad days have quickly sped, 

He rises glorious from the dead. 
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All glory to our risen Head! 

    Alleluia! 

 

4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 

The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 

Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 

    Alleluia! 

 

5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 

From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 

That we may live and sing to Thee. 

    Alleluia! Refrain 
Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, Köln; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated 

the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess 

in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and 
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God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 5:29–42 

A The First Reading is from Acts, chapter 5. 

  

 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must 

obey God rather than men. 30The God of our fathers 

raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a 

tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and 

Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 

sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is 

the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 

obey him.” 

 33When they heard this, they were enraged and 

wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council 

named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by 

all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men 

outside for a little while. 35And he said to them, “Men of 
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Israel, take care what you are about to do with these 

men. 36For before these days Theudas rose up, 

claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about 

four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who 

followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 
37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of 

the census and drew away some of the people after 

him. He too perished, and all who followed him were 

scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep 

away from these men and let them alone, for if this 

plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is 

of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You 

might even be found opposing God!” So they took his 

advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, 

they beat them and charged them not to speak in the 

name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the 

presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 

counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42And 

every day, in the temple and from house to house, they 

did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the 

Christ. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3–9 

A The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 1. 

  

 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us 

to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power 

are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though 

now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 

grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested 

genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold 

that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found 

to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 

of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you 

love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe 

in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 
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filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, 

the salvation of your souls. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Stand) 

 

470 O SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE KING sts. 1, 

4–8 

1 O sons and daughters of the King, 

Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 

Today the grave has lost its sting! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 That night the_apostles met in fear; 

Among them came their master dear 

And said, “My peace be with you here.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard 

That they had seen the risen Lord, 
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He doubted the disciples’ word. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 

And look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

8 How blest are they who have not seen 

And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19–31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

twentieth chapter. 
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C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the 

week, the doors being locked where the disciples were 

for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When 

he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 
22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 

said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 

the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 

forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, 

was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other 

disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 

said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the 

nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, 

and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, 

and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
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locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your 

hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 

believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 

the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but 

these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For God’s people, that we may shed our doubts 

and come joyfully before God like the apostle 

Thomas, who saw, believed and rejoiced in the 

power of Christ’s resurrection, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all pastors as they preach and teach the Word, 

that all who hear may believe and that, believing, 

they may live in righteousness and godliness 

before the world until Christ returns, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For our homes, that Christ would give them peace 

and enliven them with His resurrected life; that He 

would cause the forgiveness of sins to reign 

among husbands and wives, parents and children; 

and that He would assure those who live alone 

that they, too, are His children, upheld by His right 

hand, let us pray to the Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the nations, that they would embrace the 

Gospel of the resurrected Christ; and that wicked 

power would be curbed and all rulers brought to 

the feet of Jesus in worship, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the troubled in our midst, that Christ’s wounds 

would continue to bring His gladness, peace and 

comforting presence to His disciples [especially 

_____________]; and for those who weep, 

[especially _____________,] that in the difficult 

night of this world they would confidently expect 

the blessed joy of Easter morning, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who commune today, that God would give 

us contrition and faith, unite us in our confession of 

His truth, and so bring us worthily to eat and to 
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drink Christ’s body and blood for our forgiveness 

and life, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For patience and endurance in Christ, that we may 

have the privilege not only of believing in Him, but 

also of suffering for His sake, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P O Lord, heavenly Father, give us all things good 

and beneficial to us and to our salvation, and keep 

us from all things harmful; through Jesus Christ, 

our crucified and risen Savior, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

PREFACE LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  



16 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 

Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, 

gracious Father, that we may give heed to the 

testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, 

firmly take to heart the words with which Christ 

gives to us His body and blood for our forgiveness. 

By Your grace, lead us to remember and give 

thanks for the boundless love which He 

manifested to us when, by pouring out His 

precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous 

wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we 

may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body 
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and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His 

salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 

glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

at His command, and with His own words, we 

receive His testament: 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 



19 
 

 

463 CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY; ALLELUIA 

1 Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! 

Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 

Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 

At the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia! 

 

2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 

Sinless in the sinner’s stead. Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! 

Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

 

3 Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! 

God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 

When contending death and life, Alleluia! 

Met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia! 

 

4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 

All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! 

Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1809–81, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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480 HE’S RISEN, HE’S RISEN 

1 He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 

He opened death’s prison, the_incarnate, true 

Word. 

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 

And earth, sea, and mountain their praises 

prolong. 

 

2 The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 

For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 

 

3 But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 

And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His 

foes. 

The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high; 

He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 

 

4 O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no 

more; 
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Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 

For all our transgressions His blood does atone; 

Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 

 

D 5 Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad 

voice; 

Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 

Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was 

slain: 

With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign. 
Text: C. F. W. Walther, 1811–87, abr.; tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867–1941, alt. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HAPPY DAY 

1 The greatest day in history 

Death is beaten You have rescued me 

Sing it out Jesus is alive 

The empty cross the empty grave 

Life eternal You have won the day 

Shout it out Jesus is alive 

He's alive 

  

And oh happy day happy day 

You washed my sin away 

Oh happy day happy day 

I'll never be the same 

Forever I am changed 

  

When I stand in that place 

Free at last meeting face to face 

I am Yours Jesus You are mine 

Endless joy perfect peace 

Earthly pain finally will cease 

Celebrate Jesus is alive 

He's alive 
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Oh what a glorious day 

What a glorious way 

That You have saved me 

And oh what a glorious day 

What a glorious name 
Text: ©  CCLI Song # 4847027\r\nBen Cantelon | Tim Hughes\r\n© 2006 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG 

Publishing)\r\nFor use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com\r\nCCLI License # 

2926801. Used by permission: CCLI no. 2926801 
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