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*SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
8:00-11:00AM

*August 4" — Directory
Meeting @ 6PM

*August 5" — Elders Meeting
@ 6:30PM

*August 7" — Purple Heart

Day
*August 12" — Leadership
Meeting @ 6:30PM

*August 16" — Mite Sunday
*August 17t — 215t — Office
Closed

NEWSLETTER

Mission of the Month

August 2026

The New Freedom Store

The New Freedom Store is sponsored by our District but supported by
private contributions. We gathered items for donation to the Store by way
of the LWML Convention earlier this year. They regularly visit a homeless
camp and also serve those returning to life after imprisonment, and they
can always use more quilts, fleece or mylar blankets, move-in kits,

welcome kits, and gift cards.

HOW WILL YOU GIVE?
Everyone can feel empathy, especially
for those in need, but giving is more - it's
a coupling of mindfulness with action.
Individuals, churches, groups, and corpo-
rations choose a plan most comfortable
for them. The New Freedom Store can
help by maximizing your giving dollars.

No money? No problem! Please consider
being a volunteer! We appreciate your
time.

THE NEw FREEDOM STORE

FREEDOM IN CHRIST

1+

South

We invite you to pray for
The New Freedom Store
in your personal and corporate prayers,
that those who lead & serve would be
strengthened in their efforts to reach
people with the good news of Jesus.

The Minnesota South District supports
The New Freedom Store
through mission offerings.

To support this and other district
missions, please visit
www.mnsdistrict.org/donate

CONTACT
Jim Seemann, Ph.D.
seemann@csp.edu | 651-226-8047
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A Message from Pastor Mike

Praying God’s Promises

God declares His promises in His Word, and He desires a response of faith from us. We respond by
recalling His promises, which strengthens our faith, and by calling on Him to fulfill His promises, which
exercises our faith.

Every passage of Scripture contains God’s promises, but it's a lot easier to see in certain places.
Below are some passages where the promises of God are very clear; examples of how the church
prayed God’s promises which guide our prayers today. It was easy to find these prayer examples — |
just searched the Bible for the word “pray” and then read those passages with this question in mind:
what are the promises of God found here that | too can pray? Every time you search the Scriptures, |
encourage you to ask the Holy Spirit to lead you to all the promises of God that He wants to give you in
His Word. And then ask the Holy Spirit to guide and inspire your prayers.

Look up Paul’s prayer for the believers in Ephesus in Ephesians 1:16-23. Do you see how easy it is to
use his prayer as a guide for our prayers for our families, for our brothers and sisters in Christ, and for
others? For Paul, “you” in verse 16 was the Ephesians. We can pray for anyone we know, putting their
names into our prayers and asking for the same things.

Read Colossians 1:3-14 and take note of all the specific things Paul prays for the Colossian church:
knowledge, wisdom, understanding, worthy walking, God-pleasing, and the list goes on. These are the
same things we pray for the people we know.

Take a look at 2™ Thessalonians 1:11-12 (ESV) — 117 To this end we always pray for you, that our
God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith
by his power, 12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

For whom are you praying? Who is the “you” that you are thinking of when you pray? Pray for them the
same promises found here — that God would make them worthy of His calling, inspiring and fulfilling
faith in them, so that Jesus is glorified in them. The solid foundation of our prayers is the very Word
and promises of God.

1t Timothy 2 is not a prayer but it shows us many promises for which we should pray: a peaceable,
godly life, salvation, knowledge of the truth, good works, holiness, and many more. If we really dig into
God’s Word, we find that these are the things that God has always promised to His people and desired
that they should seek these things in faith — so certainly God is pleased when we pray for these
promises of His to be realized in our lives and in the lives of those for whom we pray.

So | challenge you to read God’s Word with an eye to finding all the promises He has “hidden” there for
you, to be revealed to you by the Spirit, for you to pray for. And please share your discoveries with me
and others!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Mike Michalk 2
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o> . Treasuring God’s Truth, Living Out His Love
» L&
e Thank you to all who helped with Confirmation
A Sunday!
o Q9 — = e Thank you to all who attend worship, encouraging

others just by being there.
e Thank you to those who keep our property looking
good — you know who you are!
Harriet Gustafson 8/6 e Thank you to all who pray for our church and for
God’s will to be done.

Evelin Reinitz 8/4

Tim Preble 8/9

Grayson Wyman 8/10 ARCHIVES

Szl e Sl We are looking for someone to take over the archives. Please

Mickey Rude 8/23 reach out to Pastor if you are interested and willing to do this
for our church!

Gene & Jan Hanson 8/1 SUNDAY TREATS

Joe & Fawn Gage  8/10
No Sunday Treats May - August
Jim & Mary Merchant 8/10

Andrew & Sarah Reinitz 8/18

John & Amanda Skaret 8/24 WORSHIP COMMITTEE

*Contact the office if you have a
itz o el e, Save the date for our annual polka service featuring the Jolly
Ramblers. The service will be on Sunday, September 13, 2026.

As always, we would welcome members of the congregation to
provide special music for a service. Talk to Jan, Sandi, or Pastor
Mike if you’re willing to serve in this way.

SPRUCE TIP PLANTER POTS

We are in need of more pots to make our Spruce Tip Planters for
the bazaar! If you have any that you are willing to donate, please
leave them outside the wood door under the sky bridge. THANK

YOU!
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Applying Biblical Teachings

“A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the
trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord” (Leviticus 27:30).

Tithing and good stewardship seem to be two words that usually go hand in
hand. Many churches consistently coerce, compel and pressure their members
to tithe. At one time or another, all of us have probably been told that tithing is
the proper thing to do. Martin Luther wrote, “Since compulsion is abolished in the
New Testament, it is not necessary to tithe. Yet, | say that this sort of
arrangement would still be a fine one if we agreed among ourselves to observe
it.” In these words, Luther reflects what the Apostle Paul had written in his letter
to the Galatians: “ . . . know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but
by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we
may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by
observing the law no one will be justified” (Gal. 2:16).

The foundation of Christian stewardship cannot have even a grain of sand in it
that is formed from the Law. To include any facet of the Law within this
foundation would be to dilute the Gospel. One is bound to God, not by obeying
the Law, but by faith in Jesus Christ, which is a gift from God.

When active legalism, such as requiring tithing, enters into the stewardship
message, it is man’s voice and thoughts that are heard and not God’s Word.
When a message contains, “You must . .. ” or “You ought to . . . ” it is giving forth
words of Law and moral obligation. These appeals are to the sinful human
nature. They play on guilt and on emotions; they appeal to a false sense of duty
and to pride. To respond to appeals which have the Law as their basis is not
pleasing in God'’s sight, for these appeals have become detached from the
message of the Gospel.

Ask yourself, “What is truly gained by confronting a Christian congregation with a
stewardship message that is no more than a set of rules, tithing and laws?” The
answer must be, “Nothing!” To do this is to deny Christian liberty and thus dilute
or distract from the Gospel. To dilute or distract from the Gospel removes Christ
as the center for our giving, thus obstructing God’s true stimulation for giving.
“By the power of the Gospel you will want to . . . ” are words of a stewardship
message of Christian liberty based in God’s grace, love and freedom. These are
words of a response showing gratitude for what Christ has done for us through
His life, suffering, death and resurrection. Gratitude and thankfulness are not the
motivation for giving, but they are the response to the Gospel.

Hymnist Matthias Loy wrote, “The Law of God is good and wise and sets His will
before our eyes.” By the power of the Gospel, in true Christian liberty, we agree
that tithing is good and wise. But by this same power, we go well beyond this as
the Apostle Paul writes to the Ephesians: “Be imitators of God, therefore, as
dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Eph. 5:1-2). In
response to God’s love for us, as imitators of Him, we let love and faith set the
percentage.

Tuesday’s 7:00 AM -
Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday’s 10:00
AM - Women’s Bible
Study (Sep-Apr)
Friday’s 10:00 AM -
Adult Bible Class — @
Lake Minnetonka
Shores or by Phone
Sunday School 10:00
AM (Sept — May) Ages
3yr-6t" Grade
Confirmation —
Thursday’s - 6:00 PM
7t Grade and Older

Trusting God in Uncertain Times

%%g@/@
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Women of Mount Olive

School Kits for Lutheran World Relief
Once again WOMO is collecting supplies for school kits that are shipped all around the world.
Without these supplies, many children in other countries would not even be able to attend school.
Our greatest needs are:

e 70 page wide ruled or college ruled spiral bound notebooks

e black or blue ballpoint stick style pens (with removable caps) GEL INK PENS ARE NOT

ACCEPTED

We also have need for:

e UNSHARPENED #2 pencils with erasers

e 16 count or 24 count boxes of crayons

e blunt/rounded tip children’s safety scissors (pointed tips are not accepted)
There is a bin in the narthex for your donations underneath the sign on the easel. You can track our
progress and needs by checking the sign each week. Donations will be accepted through September
1, 2026.

SAVE THE DATE! Canvas Painting Event on Saturday. October 24. 2026
It has been several years since WOMO last hosted a canvas painting class. Anyone age 16 and older

(men and women) are invited to register for the class to be held in Fellowship Hall on Saturday,
October 24 from 10 AM — 12 Noon. Our instructor will be artist Teri Berg. Our last canvas painting
event was a huge success and everyone had great fun creating their “masterpiece”. We will be
painting a landscape with acrylic paint on canvas. While Teri will lead us in painting the landscape
featuring a river/stream and woodlands, she also encourages everyone to make the piece their own
using paint colors of your choosing. Price will depend on the canvas size you select and are $30,
$35, or $40. Please sign up and indicate your canvas size on the sign-up form in the narthex. Fee
includes canvas, instruction, and all necessary supplies. Invite a friend and sign them up too! You
must sign up no later than Sunday, October 18" so that we have adequate supplies. You will pay
Teri Berg as you check in on Saturday, October 24 between 9:30 AM - 9:55 AM. You may pay with
cash, check, credit card or Venmo.

ANNUAL BAKE SALE & BAZAAR SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7. 2026

We had our first planning meeting for this event on July 13. We hope members of the congregation
are creating items for donation to help make this event a huge success. WOMO would not raise the
funds for missions and community nonprofit organizations without the contributions from our
congregation. The sale will be held from 9 AM — 1 PM and set up and drop off will take place on
Friday, November 6 from 4 PM — 6 PM. If you're able to help with donations, set up, or help the day of
the sale watch for the sign-up board in the narthex.

Upcoming Dates of Importance

2026
e October 12" - WOMO Meeting @ 10AM in Fellowship Lounge
e October 24" — Canvas Painting Event @ 10AM
e November 2" — Potential Spruce Tip Planter Assembly @ 10AM
e November 61" — Bazaar set up — 4-6PM
e November 7" — Bazaar 9AM-1PM
e November 16" — Post Bazaar Meeting @ 10AM in the Fellowship Lounge
e December 5" — Holiday Party @ 11:30AM (Potluck, Cookie exchange — bring 2-3 dozen
if you want to participate. Gift exchange $10-20 optional if you want to participate.)
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the places in the puzzle. (If a verse

mentions more than one place, only one

appears in the puzzle, so choose carefully.)
Circle each place as you find it.

Answers go: =p | g

-Q‘ o=

.C}el.les_ivst»: 15 Isaiah 23:1 Luke 24:13

Genesis 11:9 Isaiah 23:2 John 2:1
Genesis 35:1 Isaiah 23:3 Acts 8:5
Exodus 13:18 Jonah 1:2 Acts 11:22
Ruth 1:1 Marctthew 3:6 Acts 17:16

1 Kings 18:19 Matthew 4:18 Romans 1:15

1 Chronicles 11:4 Marctthew 26:36
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MOUNT OLIVE

LUTHERAN CHURCH

5218 Bartlett Blvd
Mound, MN 55364
www.mountolivelcms.org

Not out of obligation, but out of true Christian liberty,
we can agree that tithing is a good thing!

“A tithe of everything from the land,
whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees,
belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord” (Lev. 27:30).
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Contact Us

Pastor Mike Michalk —
952.388.3858
Pastor@mountolivelcms.org

Church Office (Lindsey) —
952.472.2756
Church Cell 952-245-5218
Admin@mountolivelcms.org

Website - www.mountolivelcms.org

Office Hours

Monday -Thursday 8:00 — 11:00AM
Pastor’s Hours: Tuesday &
Saturday 9:00 — 11:00 or by
appointment

Leadership Team

President: Andrew Reinitz

Vice President: George Betts

Recording Secretary: Lindsey Eccles

Treasurer: Kevin Larson

Elders: Arlee Mueller and Joel Reinitz

Trustees: Jim Merchant & Darryl Frederickson

Directors: David Miller, Linda Verkennes, and Phil Holmen

Committees

Education: Arlee Mueller, Andrew Reinitz

Finance Secretary: Shelley Frederickson

Offering Counters: Shelley Frederickson, Leona Shore, Rita Kaiser, Brian
Podratz, Terry Podratz, Jan Preble, Linda Verkennes, and Kevin Larson
Thank You Cards: Rita Kaiser

Outreach: Vacant

Women of Mount Olive - President: Jan Preble, Secretary & Treasurer:
Lindsey Eccles

Worship: Sandi Woytcke and Jan Preble




