FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT and
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM,
DECEMBER 21, 2025

362 LET THE EARTH NOW PRAISE THE LORD sts.
1-3
1  Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.

2 What the fathers most desired,
What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many_a year,
Stands fulfilled in glory here.

3 Abram’s promised great reward,
Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—
Him of twofold race behold—
Truly came, as long foretold.

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain
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(The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.)

[P)

In the name of the Father and of the "I~ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.)

] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left

2



undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory
of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
®P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.



Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us
by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down
may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:
THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS

Mary: Sawyer Boser

Joseph: Grayson Wyman

Shepherds: Rylan Wyman, Brayden Wyman
Angel: Emmy Reinitz

362 LET THE EARTH NOW PRAISE THE LORD sts.

4-6

4  As Your coming was in peace,
Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me
Which is Yours eternally.
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5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
| may cling to You in faith,

Safely kept through life and death.

6 Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
| with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

OLD TESTAMENT READING |saiah 7:10-17

Readers: Rylan and Brayden Wyman

A] The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah,
chapter 7.

19Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, '"“Ask a sign of the
LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as
heaven.” '“But Ahaz said, “| will not ask, and | will not
put the LORD to the test.” "*And he said, “Hear then, O
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that
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you weary my God also? “Therefore the Lord himself
will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
SHe shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good. '®For before the
boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good,
the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted.
"The LorD will bring upon you and upon your people
and upon your father’s house such days as have not
come since the day that Ephraim departed from
Judah—the king of Assyria.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

387 JOY TO THE WORLD
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav’'n, and heav’'n and nature sing.

6



2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4  He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Text: Public domain



EPISTLE Romans 1:1-7
Reader: Kalli Cone

Al The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 1.

'"Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, “which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy
Scriptures, *concerning his Son, who was descended
from David according to the flesh “and was declared to
be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of
holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus
Christ our Lord, °through whom we have received
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of
faith for the sake of his name among all the nations,
%including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

"To all those in Rome who are loved by God and
called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.

8



Thanks be to God.

364 AWAY IN A MANGER

1

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.

| love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.

Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.
Text: Public domain
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25

Readers: Annabelle and Emmeline Reinitz

A] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
first chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

8Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to
be with child from the Holy Spirit. "And her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 2°But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2'She
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins.” 2?All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
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(which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him: he took his wife, 2°but knew her not until she had
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

"THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS" - READ BY ARLEE
MUELLER

MESSAGE - PASTOR MIKE MICHALK

388 GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
ref Go tell it on the mountain,

Over the hills and ev'rywhere;

Go tell it on the mountain

That Jesus Christ is born!

1 While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,
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Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

3 Down in alonely manger
The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation
That blesséd Christmas morn. Refrain

Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work I, 1873—-1925, alt.; (ref): African American spiritual
Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P} In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P} For all pastors, that they may faithfully preach and
teach the Gospel; for the hearts of young men to
be opened to hear and heed the Lord’s call to His
ministry; and for all church workers in their various
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vocations, that they may serve us well in God'’s
name, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For faith and humility to receive the virgin-born
Son of God in the signs where He is promised to
be found: His Holy Word and Sacraments, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For fathers, that like Joseph, they may be
honorable and just men; that God would give them
wisdom, patience, pride of duty and, above all,
faith and loyalty to His Word; and that, knowing the
heavenly Father’s true Guardianship, they may
head their households with godly forbearance, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our nation and its rulers, that the Lord would
bear patiently with this land despite its tiresome
flattery and unbelief; that God would clear away all
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empty shows of piety; and that He would renew
genuine faith in the Virgin’s Son, that His return
may not be a sign against us, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For healing for the sick, relief to the suffering,
peace to the dying and comfort to those who
mourn, [especially and those we
name in our hearts,] that they would be sustained
in all adversity and given patience and courage as
they await the unfolding of the Lord’s healing
grace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all who eat today this feast of joy, that in the
Savior’'s body and blood we may be granted a
blessed foretaste of the feast to come for the
strengthening of our faith and the growth of our
love, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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P} Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks
for Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the
Dayspring from on high and the splendor of light
everlasting. By His coming in the flesh and by His
blessed Word, enlighten our hearts with the
Gospel, enlighten the hearts of those who sit in the
darkness of unbelief with the light of saving faith,
and enlighten those who dwell in the shadow of
death with the certain hope of the resurrection
through Him. Grant that, as we recall with
thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may
always confess Him and remain watchful for His
advent in glory at the Last Day; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE LSB 160
P} The Lord be with you.
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And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should
at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John
the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners
to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
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SANCTUS LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

®P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in
giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest
in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the
final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; grant us peace.
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357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
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That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,
And give them vict'ry o’er the grave. Refrain

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Koéln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818—66, alt.
Text: Public domain

370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
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Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the king,

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here

The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.

The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Raise, raise the song on high,

The virgin sings her lullaby;
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Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Text: Public domain

BENEDICTION LSB 166
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and - give you
peace.
Amen.

350 COME, THOU PRECIOUS RANSOM, COME
1  Come, Thou precious Ransom, come,
Only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world!
Open are to Thee all portals.
Come, Thy beauty let us see;
Anxiously we wait for Thee.

2 Enter now my waiting heart,
Glorious King and Lord most holy.
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Dwell in me and ne’er depart,
Though | am but poor and lowly.

Ah, what riches will be mine

When Thou art my guest divine!

3 My hosannas and my palms
Graciously receive, | pray Thee;
Evermore, as best | can,
Savior, | will homage pay Thee,
And in faith | will embrace,
Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace.

4  Haill Hosanna, David’s Son!
Jesus, hear our supplication!
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown,
Bring us blessing and salvation,
That forever we may sing:
Hail! Hosanna to our King.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Text: Public domain
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