FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST + AUGUST 30, 2026

Ringing of the Bells — Welcome to Worship!

861 CHRIST BE MY LEADER

1  Christ be my Leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.
Gladly | follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.

2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus | stand.

3  Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus | reign.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047



HOLY BAPTISM OF GRACE OLENAMAE

[P)

BETTS

In the name of the Father and of the "I~ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last
chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord
promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will
be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written,
“Baptism now saves you.”

The Word of God also teaches that we are all
conceived and born sinful and are under the power
of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We
would be lost forever unless delivered from sin,
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death, and everlasting condemnation. But the
Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son
Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole
world, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

Grace, receive the sign of the holy cross both

upon your I+ forehead and upon your *I- heart to
mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict
judgment You condemned the unbelieving world
through the flood, yet according to Your great
mercy You preserved believing Noah and his
family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-
hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea,
yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry
ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy
Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of
Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You



P)

sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed
flood and a lavish washing away of sin.

We pray that You would behold Grace according
to Your boundless mercy and bless her with true
faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving
flood all sin in her, which has been inherited from
Adam and which she herself has committed since,
would be drowned and die. Grant that she be kept
safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian
Church, being separated from the multitude of
unbelievers and serving Your name at all times
with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with
all believers in Your promise, she would be
declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

From ancient times the Church has observed the
custom of appointing sponsors for baptismal
candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical
Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith
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expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the
Small Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to
witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They
are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing
instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, and
encourage them toward the faithful reception of
the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be
examples to them of the holy life of faith in Christ
and love for the neighbor.

Is it your intention to serve Grace as sponsors in
the Christian faith?
Yes, with the help of God.

God enable you both to will and to do this faithful
and loving work and with His grace fulfill what we
are unable to do.

Amen.

Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.



They brought young children to Jesus that He
might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those
who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was
greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little
children come to Me, and do not forbid them: for of
such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, | say to
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And
He took them up in His arms, put His hands on
them, and blessed them.

P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

P} The Lord preserve your coming in and your going
out from this time forth and even - forevermore.
Amen.

(When candidates are unable to speak for
themselves, the sponsors and congregation
answer the questions on their behalf, confessing
that saving faith is given through Baptism by the
work of the Holy Spirit.)

Grace, do you renounce the devil?
Yes, | renounce him.
Do you renounce all his works?

B=AaS

Yes, | renounce them.
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Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth?
Yes, | believe.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended
into hell; the third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead?
Yes, | believe.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting?

B Yes, | believe.



®P) Grace, | baptize you in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P} The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has given you the new birth of water
and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins,
strengthen you with His grace to life *I- everlasting.

Amen.
(The symbolism of the white garment)

P} Receive this white garment to show that you have
been clothed with the robe of Christ’'s
righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you
stand without fear before the judgment seat of
Christ to receive the inheritance prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.



(The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the
paschal candle and give it to the newly baptized
while saying:)

P} Receive this burning light to show that you have
received Christ who is the Light of the world. Live
always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful
for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy
and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end.

In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a
member of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an
heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the
one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
receive you in Jesus’ name as our sister in Christ,
that together we might hear His Word, receive His
gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called
us out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Amen. We welcome you in the name of the
Lord.
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[P)

Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we
thank and praise You that You graciously preserve
and enlarge Your family and have granted Grace
the new birth in Holy Baptism and made her a
member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and
an heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly
Implore You that, as she has now become Your
child, You would keep her in her baptismal grace,
that according to Your good pleasure she may
faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and
honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your
saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven,;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the
father and mother of this child and upon all our
parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift You have
given them. Enable them to be teachers and
examples of righteousness for their children.
Strengthen them in their own Baptism that they
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may share eternally with their children the
salvation You have given them; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

P} Almighty and everlasting God, since You govern
and sanctify the whole Christian Church by Your
Holy Spirit, hear our prayers for all her members,
and mercifully grant that by Your grace we may
serve You in true faith; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.
P} Peace I+ be with you.
Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 37:5—7; antiphon: v. 4

Delight yourself in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your
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heart.
Commit your way to the LORD;

trust in him, and he will act.
He will bring forth your righteousness as the
light,

and your justice as the noonday.
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for
him;

fret not yourself over the one who prospers
in his way, over the man who carries out evil
devices!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Delight yourself in the LORD,

and he will give you the desires of your
heart.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
®P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the
agony and shame of the cross for our redemption.
Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and
follow Him wherever He leads; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 15:15-21
The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah,
chapter 15.

150 LoRD, you know;

remember me and visit me,

and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance take me not away;

know that for your sake | bear reproach.
%Your words were found, and | ate them,

and your words became to me a joy
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and the delight of my heart,
for | am called by your name,
O LORD, God of hosts.
7] did not sit in the company of revelers,
nor did | rejoice;
| sat alone, because your hand was upon me,
for you had filled me with indignation.
8Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail?
9Therefore thus says the LORD:
“If you return, | will restore you,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is
worthless,
you shall be as my mouth.
They shall turn to you,
but you shall not turn to them.
20And | will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
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they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,

for | am with you
to save you and deliver you,

declares the LORD.

21l will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 12:9-21
A] The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 12.

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to
what is good. '"°Love one another with brotherly
affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. ""Do
not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the
Lord. "?Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer. 3Contribute to the needs of the
saints and seek to show hospitality.
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14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not
curse them. "®Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep
with those who weep. '®Live in harmony with one
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly. Never be conceited. ""Repay no one evil for evil,
but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of
all. '8If possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. ™®Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is
written, “WVengeance is mine, | will repay, says the
Lord.” ?°To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by
so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 2'Do
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

(Al This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28

P)] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
sixteenth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

2TFrom that time Jesus began to show his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it
from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 2But
he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of
man.”

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. ?°For whoever would save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it. °For what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man

give in return for his life? 2’For the Son of Man is going
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to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and
then he will repay each person according to what he
has done. %Truly, | say to you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death until they see
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON

953 WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD
1 We all believe in one true God,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ever-present help in need,
Praised by all the heav’'nly host;
All He made His love enfolds,
All creation He upholds.

2 We all believe in Jesus Christ,
Son of God and Mary’s son,
Who descended from His throne
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And for us salvation won;
By whose cross and death are we
Rescued from all misery.

3  We all confess the Holy Ghost,
Who from both in truth proceeds,
Who sustains and comforts us
In all trials, fears, and needs.
Blessed, holy Trinity,
Praise forever be to Thee!

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE LSB 216
®P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



[P)

P)

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should
at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O
Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten
Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit,
gracious Father, that we may give heed to the
testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all,
firmly take to heart the words with which Christ
gives to us His body and blood for our forgiveness.
By Your grace, lead us to remember and give
thanks for the boundless love which He
manifested to us when, by pouring out His
precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous
wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we
may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body
and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His
salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
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and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
at His command, and with His own words, we
receive His testament:

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 217

®P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My I~ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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PAX DOMINI
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away
the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

685 LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS
1  Let us ever walk with Jesus,
Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,
Let us do the Father’s bidding.
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Faithful Lord, with me abide;
| shall follow where You guide.

Let us suffer here with Jesus
And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;
Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy
Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here | share Your woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.

Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,
Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
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Jesus, here with You | die,
There to live with You on high.

4  Let us also live with Jesus.
He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living members;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,
Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,
Life eternal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626—81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047

617 O LORD, WE PRAISE THEE

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore
Thee,

In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish:

O Lord, have mercy!
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May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead
In all trial, fear, and need:

O Lord, have mercy!

Thy holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast thereof remind us!
O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid;
Peace with God once more is made:
O Lord, have mercy!

May God bestow on us His grace and favor
That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion!

O Lord, have mercy!
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Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;
Grant that heav’'nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
Days of peace and unity:

O Lord, have mercy!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2-3): Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION
) The Lord bless you and keep you.
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The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you
peace.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

809 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS
1  Greatis Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail
not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
Refrain

ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
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2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Refrain

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Refrain

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—1960
Text: Public domain
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