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The Voice of the Martyrs (VOM) serves persecuted Christians in the world’s 
most difficult and dangerous places to follow Christ. Pastor Richard Wurmbrand 
and his wife, Sabina, founded VOM after being imprisoned for their Christian 
witness in Communist Romania. Since 1967, VOM has been dedicated to 
inspiring all believers to a biblical faith by telling the stories of persecuted 
Christians, thereby inspiring a deeper commitment to Christ and the fulfillment of 

his Great Commission, no matter the cost.  

In 2025, more than 100,000 Christians facing arrest, 
imprisonment, beatings, fines or other forms of 
persecution received help and support after persecution 

through Voice of the Martyrs.  

 

Through their free magazine, prayer 
guides, website, radio, podcasts, and 
other media, VOM shares inspiring 
stories of those who are persecuted 
because of Jesus and how they find 
hope in times of grief and loss and how 
their witness brings others to saving 
faith.  

 

 

Although VOM is not an LCMS mission, Pastor Mike and the Elders have 
approved, and also note that many LCMS churches and pastors support the 
work of VOM. 
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Mission of the Month 

*SUMMER OFFICE HOURS     
8:00-11:00AM 
*July 1st – Elders Meeting @ 
6:30PM 
*July 4th – Independence 
Day 
*July 8th – Leadership 
Meeting @ 6:30PM 
*July 13th – WOMO Meeting 
@ 10AM 
*July 19th – Mite Sunday 
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A Message from Pastor Mike 

Love One Another: The Best Evangelism Strategy 

My article this month is taken from an article in the November 25, 2024 Lutheran Witness by Lyman Stone called ‘Love One 
Another’: The Best Evangelism Strategy and you can find the complete article at https://witness.lcms.org/2024/love-one-
another-the-best-evangelism-strategy/ 

Christians genuinely desire that their congregations should be full of neighbors coming to receive the words which have 
eternal life…Setting aside the spiritual question at the root of it, on some level the fundamental social problem of 
evangelism is just this: How do we create circumstances where more church members feel empowered to talk to 
their friends about faith and, especially, about checking out their church? 

The soil of American society today is just stonier than in the past, not least because a growing number of Americans live 
isolated lives giving them few of the relationships and connections through which they might otherwise have been invited to 
a Bible study, a fellowship event, or to the Divine Service…Modern Americans are starved for community. They talk 
about community all the time, but live lives of isolation and loneliness. Once you realize that American life has been 
fundamentally transformed in this particular way, namely, that most people today simply do not have many meaningful 
interactions with others, have few close friends, and have almost no actual personal experience of functional community 
life, it’s easier to understand a lot about our society. This also helps us to see where there may be an opening for 
evangelism. 

The best evangelism? Love one another 

How do you get people without communities connected to a church? How do you inspire LCMS members to feel confident 
inviting their friends into the true community that is the church? 

People are eager to invite people into communities they like, and not into communities they don’t. If you think your fellow 
church members are wonderful people to spend an evening with, you’re likely to hang out with them. You’re also 
likely to invite your non-church friends to hang out with them. Maybe at a Reformation Day bonfire, your non-Christian 
friend will meet your pastor, and have a long overdue conversation. Maybe the new family that moved in down the block will 
join the regular playgroup with several church member families, and start attending church so their child can join the 
Sunday school. As church members socialize together, this creates social spaces that make invitation easy, and bridges 
the social gap into the church community. The first invite doesn’t have to be the Divine Service (which isn’t generally 
designers for “seekers” anyways), but can instead be to a party, or dinner, or other lower-stakes activity. 

God has written our desire for community deeply into our hearts…And unlike the worldly social ties that might lead 
someone into lies, social ties drawing our neighbors into greater fellowship with Lutherans give the opportunity for “faith [to 
come] from hearing” (Rom. 10:17): whether in mealtime prayers socializing over dinner, bedtime prayers for kids before a 
game night for the parents, hymns sung on a camping trip, or an eventual visit to the Divine Service.   

The path runs through cookouts and going to the zoo and visiting retirement homes and high school musicals. They will 
know that we are Christian by our love — for the world at large, yes, but most especially for one another. When we 
love one another, when we live our social life outside of church as if we actually like one another and our church, our 
neighbors can tell. 

And indeed, this is the model Jesus Himself demonstrated. How many of those who followed Him knew His doctrine first? 
Few. Most who followed our Lord first knew Him as a healer, or as a friend of sinners, or a prophet, or the man who fed 
them, or a guy at a wedding — they fell in love with the man, and so were prepared by His works of love to receive the His 
life-giving Words. 

When our churches are genuine communities of love where people pour into one another’s lives outside of 
Sunday, those congregations have higher rates of invitation, higher likelihood of having recent converts, and (though 
survey data on this is imprecise), very likely more positive change in congregational numbers. 

This is not some snake-oil church growth equation: “just add some church cookouts and watch the new members pour in!” 
Rather, it is a timeless truth, that communities confident in what they are offering are more convincing to those around 
them. Churches that wish to draw others in would do well to be bold, confident communities with a distinctive way 
of life, including a distinctively committed social life together. And we have every reason to be bold and confident, 
since what we offer is the very Word, and the very body and blood, of the Son of God. 
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Treasuring God’s Truth, Living Out His Love 

MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER  

 Thank you to Harriet and Phil who lead the “Jesus 
Sent” Choir at Lake Minnetonka Shores. Carol 
Thomas was one of the first members of the choir, 
which sang two beautiful hymns at her memorial 
service recently. 

 Thanks also to Phil for setting up the room for our 
Friday Bible Studies at LMS 

  

  
Nate Betts  7/1 

Darlene Tanke 7/8 

Darwin Lemke  7/11 

Nehemiah Kamps 7/14 

Jim Merchant  7/22 

Terry Podratz  7/22 

Rosie Fuglseth 7/31 

 

Don & Sandi Woytcke       7/29 

 

Thank you to all who shopped at 
Otten Brothers during April and 
May! We received $40.76 for our 
10% commission! 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

If you play piano or another instrument or would like to provide 
special music (vocal or instrumental) for a worship service, please 
talk to Jan Preble or Pastor Mike.  Special music can really add to 
a worship service and your talent(s) would be much appreciated! 

SUNDAY TREATS 

No Sunday Treats May - August 

OFFERING TEAM 

Looking for a counter! The finance team is looking for a counter to 
help count the weekly offerings. This would be 1 Sunday a month 
commitment on a rotation. Please reach out to Lindsey if you 
would be willing to help! 

*Contact the office if you have a 
change in personal information.   

WIDE MOUTH CANNING/FRUIT JARS NEEDED! 
 

Many of you have likely purchased pickles and or other home 
canned goods from Traci Woytcke at WOMO's annual bazaar and 
if you could bring your empty jars back to Mt. Olive, it would be 
GREATLY appreciated.  Traci will also use any pint or half pint jars 
from the jams and jellies she makes if you are able to bring those 
to church as well. However, she is especially in need of quart and 
pint wide mouth jars that she uses for dill pickles and her highly 
demanded Thai Pepper Pickles!  Please place your jars for return 
to her on the table just to the left as you enter fellowship hall.  (the 
table next to the half wall as you come in the room) While jar lids 
of course CANNOT be re-used, if you have good, clean, rust-free 
jar rings to bring back, that would be appreciated as well.  Traci 
does not want to raise prices for her wonderful home canned 
goods, so if you are able to bring back jars it would be much 
appreciated!  THANK YOU. 
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Join Us for 
Bible Study 

 Tuesday’s 7:00 AM - 

Men’s Bible Study 

 Wednesday’s 10:00 

AM - Women’s Bible 

Study (Sep-Apr) 

 Friday’s 10:00 AM - 

Adult Bible Class – @ 

Lake Minnetonka 

Shores or by Phone  

 Sunday School 10:00 

AM (Sept – May) Ages 

3yr-6th Grade 

 Confirmation – 

Thursday’s - 6:00 PM 

7th Grade and Older 
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Applying Biblical Teachings 

 
“But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks 
at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart’” (1 Sam. 16:7). 
 
When Samuel, by God’s command, was seeking someone to succeed Saul as 
King of Israel, he examined the sons of Jesse. In that process, he considered 
their stature and physical characteristics. “When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab 
and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord’” (1 Sam. 
16:6). But God told Samuel, “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). 
 
The heart is the sum total of a person. The heart is the center for decisions, 
obedience and devotion. It is the heart where God’s Word is received and put 
into practice. 
 
And God knows the sum total of a person, for God knows the heart. In this light, 
the Apostle Paul wrote a powerful warning in his letter to the Colossians, “Put to 
death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 
impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the 
wrath of God is coming” (Col. 3:5-6). That which we appear to be to others is 
secondary, for God knows our hearts. 
 
The same is true concerning our giving to the Lord. When we give, He knows the 
why of our decisions, the degree of our obedience and the depth of our devotion. 
God knows if personal greed (in the sense of putting our best image forward) or 
a contrite heart is the motivation for our giving. 
 
In the midst of pleading with God for mercy over grievous hidden sins, King 
David wrote, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, you will not despise” (Psa. 51:17). That must be the state of our 
heart — broken and contrite — when we bring our offerings to God. And this is 
done by the power of the Gospel which breaks the heart from sin and subdues it, 
bringing it to repentance in the blood of the Lamb. 
 

With a subdued and repentant heart, centered in Christ Jesus, when we give, no 
matter under what circumstances, we can say with the Apostle Paul with full 
understanding, “ . . . we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting 
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them 
all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is 
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Cor. 4:16-18). 
 
 



 

 5 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER  

Women of Mount Olive  

 

WOMO NEWS                                                                                                                                                      
As most of you know, Carol Thomas recently passed away.  Carol was a much-appreciated long-time 
helper at our Annual Bake Sale and Bazaar working at the community coffee table.  For many 
consecutive years she helped keep the coffee and supplies and the platter of rolls and pastries filled 
for those attending the bazaar that were taking a break or time to catch up with friends while attending 
the bazaar.  WOMO extends our condolences to Carol’s family.  Carol will be missed. 

The next quarterly meeting for WOMO will be Monday, July 13 at 10 AM in the fellowship 
lounge/library.  Please plan to attend as we begin to make plans for the Annual Bake Sale and 
Bazaar. 

Upcoming Dates of Importance 

2026 
- October 12th - WOMO Meeting @ 10AM in Fellowship Lounge 
- November 2nd – Potential Spruce Tip Planter Assembly @ 10AM 
- November 6th – Bazaar set up – 4-6PM 
- November 7th – Bazaar 9AM-1PM 
- November 16th – Post Bazaar Meeting @ 10AM in the Fellowship Lounge 
- December 5th – Holiday Party @ 11:30AM (Potluck, Cookie exchange – bring 

2-3 dozen if you want to participate. Gift exchange $10-20 optional if you want 
to participate.) 

 

LWML South District Convention News 

The convention was held in Mankato June 18-20 and had 316 registered participants.  The 
fundraising goal for missions for the 2026-2028 biennium was set at $272,500.00 While 25% of this 
goal will go to the national LWML for various national/international missions, the remaining 75% will 
be used to support 12 different Minnesota organizations/missions. 

WOMO thanks EVERYONE that faithfully give their Mites contributions as well as other donations for 
these efforts. 

 

ANNUAL BAKE SALE & BAZAAR WILL BE SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7,2026 

It’s not too early to start working on and planning for your craft contributions to donate to help make 
this event a success. We all know crafting takes time!  All contributions are much appreciated.  
WOMO uses these funds to support church projects, local nonprofit organizations and mission work of 
the LWML. 

Please share your talents of woodworking, sewing, quilting, painting, knitting, crocheting, card making, 
jewelry making/beading, ceramics or any other crafting skill you may possess! 
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Leadership Team 

President: Andrew Reinitz                                                           
Vice President: George Betts                                                            
Recording Secretary: Lindsey Eccles                                                         
Treasurer: Kevin Larson                                                                           
Elders: Arlee Mueller and Joel Reinitz                                                
Trustees: Jim Merchant & Darryl Frederickson                                        
Directors: David Miller, Linda Verkennes, and Phil Holmen 

                                     Committees                                                                                                    
Archives: Marilyn Mulvanny                                                                        
Education: Arlee Mueller, Andrew Reinitz, Becca Boser                          
Finance Secretary: Shelley Frederickson                                                
Offering Counters: Shelley Frederickson, Leona Shore, Rita Kaiser, Brian 
Podratz, Terry Podratz, Jan Preble, Linda Verkennes, and Kevin Larson         
Thank You Cards: Rita Kaiser                                                                                               
Outreach: Vacant                                                                                             
WeCAN Fellowship Representative: Becca Boser                                         
Women of Mount Olive - President: Jan Preble, Secretary & Treasurer: 
Lindsey Eccles                                                                                        
Worship: Sandi Woytcke and Jan Preble                                           

5218 Bartlett Blvd 
Mound, MN 55364 
www.mountolivelcms.org  

Contact Us      

Pastor Mike Michalk – 
952.388.3858 

Pastor@mountolivelcms.org   

Church Office (Lindsey) – 
952.472.2756                                 

Church Cell 952-245-5218 
Admin@mountolivelcms.org     

Website - www.mountolivelcms.org  

Office Hours                           
Monday -Thursday 8:00 – 11:00AM                                 

Pastor’s Hours: Tuesday & 
Saturday 9:00 – 11:00 or by 

appointment 
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True and proper giving can only come  
from a Christ-centered heart. 

 
“. . . The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. 

Man looks at the outward appearance,  
but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). 

 


