SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 10, 2026

RINGING OF THE BELLS

821 ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS sts. 1-3
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph,
His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev'ry nation
Has redeemed us by His blood.”

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans
Are we left in sorrow now:;
Alleluia! He is near us;
Faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received Him
When the forty days were O’er,
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Shall our hearts forget His promise:
‘I am with you evermore”?

Alleluia! Bread of heaven,
Here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful
Flee to You from day to day.
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless
Sweep across the crystal sea.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.
Text: Public domain

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.)

[P)

®

® =

In the name of the Father and of the "I~ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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[P)

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who
could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore
You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call
upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ,
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us
our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.



P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism
You declared us to be Your children and gathered
us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily
and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life
through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our
faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

821 ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS sts. 4-5
4  Alleluia! King eternal,
Lord omnipotent we own;
Alleluia! Born of Mary,
Earth Your footstool, heav’'n Your throne.
As within the veil You entered,
Robed in flesh, our great High Priest,
Here on earth both priest and victim
In the eucharistic feast.

5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph,
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His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev'ry nation
Has redeemed us by His blood.”

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.
Text: Public domain

SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 119:89-93; antiphon: v. 105

Your word is a lamp to my feet

and a light to my path.

Forever, O LORD, your word
is firmly fixed in the heavens.

Your faithfulness endures to all generations;
you have established the earth, and it stands

fast.

By your appointment they stand this day,
for all things are your servants.

If your law had not been my delight,
| would have perished in my affliction.
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| will never forget your precepts,
for by them you have given me life.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy
iInspiration grant that we may think those things
that are right and by Your merciful guiding
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



FIRST READING Acts 17:16-31
A) The First Reading is from Acts, chapter 17.

1While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his
spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city
was full of idols. '"So he reasoned in the synagogue
with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the
marketplace every day with those who happened to be
there. "8Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers
also conversed with him. And some said, “What does
this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to
be a preacher of foreign divinities"—because he was
preaching Jesus and the resurrection. "And they took
hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying,
“May we know what this new teaching is that you are
presenting? °For you bring some strange things to our
ears. We wish to know therefore what these things
mean.” 2’Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who
lived there would spend their time in nothing except
telling or hearing something new.



22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus,
said: “Men of Athens, | perceive that in every way you
are very religious. ?For as | passed along and
observed the objects of your worship, | found also an
altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.” What
therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to
you. *The God who made the world and everything in
it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in
temples made by man, ?°nor is he served by human
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.
°And he made from one man every nation of mankind
to live on all the face of the earth, having determined
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling
place, ?"that they should seek God, in the hope that
they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet
he is actually not far from each one of us, %*for

(113

In him we live and move and have our being’;

as even some of your own poets have said,

(113

For we are indeed his offspring.’



29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that
the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image
formed by the art and imagination of man. *°The times
of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands
all people everywhere to repent, 3'because he has
fixed a day on which he will judge the world in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him
from the dead.”

(Al This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Peter 3:13-22
A] The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 3.

SNow who is there to harm you if you are zealous for
what is good? “But even if you should suffer for
righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear
of them, nor be troubled, 'but in your hearts regard
Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make
a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the
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hope that is in you; "®yet do it with gentleness and
respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you
are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in
Christ may be put to shame. ""For it is better to suffer
for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for
doing evil.

'8For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous
for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the
spirit, %in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits
in prison, “°because they formerly did not obey, when
God'’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were brought safely through water. ?'Baptism,
which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God
for a good conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
having been subjected to him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
(Stand)

ALLELUIA AND VERSE

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL John 14:15-21

®P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the
fourteenth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

S[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. '"®*And | will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Helper, to be with you forever, "even
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.
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18] will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you.
19Yet a little while and the world will see me no more,
but you will see me. Because | live, you also will live.
20|n that day you will know that | am in my Father, and
you in me, and | in you. 2"Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves
me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father,
and | will love him and manifest myself to him.”

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

363 JESUS CAME, THE HEAVENS ADORING
1 Jesus came, the heav’'ns adoring,
Came with peace from realms on high;
Jesus came to win redemption,
Lowly came on earth to die;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Came in deep humility.

2 Jesus comes again in mercy
When our hearts are worn with care;
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Jesus comes again in answer

To an earnest, heartfelt prayer;
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Comes to save us from despair.

3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing,
Bringing news of sins forgiv'n;
Jesus comes with words of gladness,
Leading souls redeemed to heav'n.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Hope to all the world is giv'n.

4  Jesus comes in joy and sorrow,
Shares alike our hopes and fears;
Jesus comes, whate’er befalls us,
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Comforts us in failing years.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Text: Public domain

SERMON
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE LSB 208
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

® 5

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® =

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

® =

=

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should
at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks
for Your boundless love shown to us when You
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into
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our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into
death that we might not die eternally. Because He
is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to
all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome
sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored,;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the
glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to

the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the

Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all
creation, for You have had mercy on us and given
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Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been
sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us
from bondage to sin and death, and by His
resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in
Him.

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth,
faithfully eating His body given into death and
drinking His life’s blood poured out for our
salvation until we pass through death to the
promised land of life eternal.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has
taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
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Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My I~ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
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the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

469 CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY
1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!”
Saints on earth and angels say;
Raise your joys and triumphs high;
Sing, ye heav’'ns, and earth, reply.

2 Love’s redeeming work is done,
Fought the fight, the battle won;
Lo! Our Sun’s eclipse is O’er;
Lo! He sets in blood no more.

3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal:;
Christ hath burst the gates of hell.
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Death in vain forbids His rise;
Christ has opened paradise.

Lives again our glorious King!
Where, O death, is now thy sting?
Once He died our souls to save;
Where thy victory, O grave?

Soar we now where Christ has led;
Foll'wing our exalted Head.

Made like Him, like Him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!
Praise to Thee by both be giv'n!
Thee we greet triumphant now:
Hail, the resurrection, Thoul!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Text: Public domain

973 THY WORD IS A LAMP
ref Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet

And a light unto my path.
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Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path.

1 When | feel afraid, think I've lost my way,
Still You're there right beside me.
And nothing will | fear as long as You are near.
Please be near me to the end. Refrain

2 | will not forget Your love for me, and yet
My heart forever is wandering.
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side;
And | will love You to the end. Refrain

Text: Amy Grant, 1960
Text: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211
1 O Lord, now let Your servant

Depart in heav’nly peace,

For | have seen the glory

Of Your redeeming grace:

A light to lead the Gentiles

Unto Your holy hill,

The glory of Your people,
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Your chosen Israel.

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God'’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P) Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake
Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
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Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you
peace.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER
1 Children of the heav’nly Father

Safely in His bosom gather;

Nestling bird nor star in heaven

Such a refuge e’er was given.

2 God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish.
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From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.

3 Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.

4  Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh:
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Text: Public domain
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