NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY

JULY 26, 2026

RINGING OF THE BELLS + WELCOME TO
WORSHIP!

644 THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION sts. 1-5
1 The Church’s one foundation
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation
By water and the Word.
From heav’'n He came and sought her
To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her,
And for her life He died.

2 Elect from ev'ry nation,
Yet one o’er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation:
One Lord, one faith, one birth.
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One holy name she blesses,
Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses
With ev’ry grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder
The world sees her oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder,
By heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping;
Their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping
Shall be the morn of song.

Through toil and tribulation
And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation
Of peace forevermore
Till with the vision glorious
Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious
Shall be the Church at rest.
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5 Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.
O blesséd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt.
Text: Public domain

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.)

P) In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true
heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

N ® =

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the
Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.)

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

|, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You
all my sins and iniquities with which | have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to
me, a poor, sinful being.



P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office,
as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

947 ALL GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH
1 All glory be to God on high
And thanks for all His favor;
No harm can touch or terrify
A child of God forever.
God shows His good and gracious will
And grants His peace, the world to fill—
All strife at last has ended.

2 We praise and laud and worship You;
We give You thanks forever,
O Father, for Your rule is true
And just and changes never.
With boundless pow’r, Your mighty reign
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Fulfills whatever You ordain.
Lord, grant us ev'ry blessing!

3 O Jesus Christ, the only Son
Begotten of the Father,
Your saving death has made us one
With God and with each other.
O Lamb of God, to You on high
In our distress we sinners cry,
Have mercy on us, amen!

4 O Holy Spirit, our delight
And source of consolation,
Protect us from the devil’s might
Through Jesus, our salvation,
Who by His death upon a tree
Has rescued us from misery:
To this we hold forever.

Text: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546; tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006
Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P} The Lord be with you.



And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase
of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You
have promised, we may love what You have
commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 7:6-9

A] The Old Testament Reading is from Deuteronomy,
chapter 7.

°“You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The
LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his
treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on
the face of the earth. ’It was not because you were
more in number than any other people that the LORD
set his love on you and chose you, for you were the
fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because the LORD loves
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you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your
fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a
mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
"Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the
faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love
with those who love him and keep his commandments,
to a thousand generations.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 8:28-39
Al The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 8.

28\We know that for those who love God all things
work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose. ?°For those whom he
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers. *°And those whom he
predestined he also called, and those whom he called
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he also justified, and those whom he justified he also
glorified.

31What then shall we say to these things? If God is
for us, who can be against us? *?He who did not spare
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not
also with him graciously give us all things? **Who shall
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. **Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one
who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at
the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
3Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3’No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. *®For | am sure that neither
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, 3°nor height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:44-52

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
thirteenth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

44 Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up.
Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field.

4“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls, “®who, on finding one pearl of
great value, went and sold all that he had and bought
It.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that
was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every
kind. ¥®When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat
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down and sorted the good into containers but threw
away the bad. *°So it will be at the close of the age.
The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous *Yand throw them into the fiery furnace. In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

>1“Have you understood all these things?” They said
to him, “Yes.” °2And he said to them, “Therefore every
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven
is like a master of a house, who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.”

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

954 WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD
1 We all believe in one true God,
Who created earth and heaven,
The Father, who to us in love
Has the right of children given.
He in soul and body feeds us;
All we need His hand provides us;
Through all snares and perils leads us,
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Watching that no harm betide us.
He cares for us by day and night;
All things are governed by His might.

We all believe in Jesus Christ,
His own Son, our Lord, possessing
An equal Godhead, throne, and might,
Source of ev'ry grace and blessing;
Born of Mary, virgin mother,
By the power of the Spirit,
Word made flesh, our elder brother;
That the lost might life inherit,
Was crucified for all our sin
And raised by God to life again.

We all confess the Holy Ghost,
Who, in highest heaven dwelling

With God the Father and the Son,
Comforts us beyond all telling;

Who the Church, His own creation,
Keeps in unity of spirit.

Here forgiveness and salvation
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Daily come through Jesus’ merit.
All flesh shall rise, and we shall be
In bliss with God eternally.

Amen.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483—-1546; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain

SERMON

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

CONFIRMATION

(The pastor addresses the catechumens.)

P) Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to
His apostles: “All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that | have
commanded you; and lo, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” You have been
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baptized and catechized in the Christian faith
according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said,
“Whoever confesses Me before men, | will also
confess before My Father who is in heaven. But
whoever denies Me before men, | will also deny
before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your
hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and
joyfully give answer to what | now ask you in the
name of the Lord.

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this
congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave
you in your Baptism?

Yes, | do.

Do you renounce the devil?
Yes, | renounce him.

Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you renounce all his ways?
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Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord?

Yes, | believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
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of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic
Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God?
| do.

Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as
you have learned to know it from the Small
Catechism, to be faithful and true?

| do.
Do you intend to hear the Word of God and
receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?

| do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to live according to the Word of

God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
| do, by the grace of God.
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P} Do you intend to continue steadfast in this
confession and Church and to suffer all, even
death, rather than fall away from it?

B /do, by the grace of God.

P} We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been
baptized and have received the teaching of the
Lord. You have confessed the faith and been
absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the
Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament,
He who has begun a good work in you will bring it
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

(The catechumens kneel to receive the
confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hands
on the head of each catechumen and makes the
sign of the cross on the forehead while saying:)

P} [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of
water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all
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your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life I
everlasting.
B Amen.

(The pastor may read a text of Holy Scripture as a
remembrance of confirmation. After all the
catechumens have received the blessing, one or
both of the following collects are prayed.)

P) Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise
You for Your great goodness in bringing these
Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your
Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them
both with the heart to believe and with the mouth
to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing
forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast
and victorious to the day when all who have fought
the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of
righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Amen.

P} Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of
Holy Baptism You have united Your children in the
suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ,
cleansing them by His blood. Renew in them the
gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily
contrition and repentance with a faith that ever
clings to their Savior. Deliver them from the power
of Satan and preserve them from false and
dangerous doctrines, that they may remain faithful
in hearing Christ's Word and receiving His body
and blood. By the Lord’s Supper strengthen them
to believe that no one can make satisfaction for sin
but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and
comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament
to love You and their neighbor and to bear the
cross with patience and joy until the day of the
resurrection of their bodies to life immortal;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

19



Amen.

P} Peace I+ be with you.
Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
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forever and ever. Amen.

P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
at His command, and with His own words, we
receive His testament:

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 217

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My I~ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My I blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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PAX DOMINI
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away
the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

677 FOR ALL THE SAINTS
1  For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their

might;
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
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Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,

Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old

And win with them the victor’s crown of gold!
Alleluia! Alleluial!

Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;

Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,

And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

The golden evening brightens in the west;

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:

The saints triumphant rise in bright array;

The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest

coast,

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless

host,

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: William W. How, 1823-97, alt.
Text: Public domain

657 A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD sts. 14

1

A mighty fortress is our God,
A sword and shield victorious;
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod
And wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe
Has sworn to work us woe.
With craft and dreadful might
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He arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.

No strength of ours can match his might.
We would be lost, rejected.

But now a champion comes to fight,
Whom God Himself elected.

You ask who this may be?

The Lord of hosts is He,
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God’s only Son, adored.

He holds the field victorious.

Though hordes of devils fill the land
All threat'ning to devour us,

We tremble not, unmoved we stand;
They cannot overpow’r us.

Let this world’s tyrant rage;

In battle we’'ll engage.
His might is doomed to fail,
God’s judgment must prevail!

One little word subdues him.
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4  God’s Word forever shall abide,

No thanks to foes, who fear it;

For God Himself fights by our side
With weapons of the Spirit.

Were they to take our house,

Goods, honor, child, or spouse,
Though life be wrenched away,
They cannot win the day.

The Kingdom’s ours forever!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P] O God the Father, the fountain and source of all
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake
Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
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Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BENEDICTION

) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you
peace.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

917 SAVIOR, AGAIN TO THY DEAR NAME WE

RAISE

1 Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace.

2 Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way;
With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day.

27



Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from
shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name.

3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming
night;
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light.
From harm and danger keep Thy children free;
For dark and light are both alike to Thee.

4  Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.

Text: John Ellerton, 1826-93
Text: Public domain
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