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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST + OCTOBER 11, 2026 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

803 JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, 

    God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 

    Praising Thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

    Drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

    Fill us with the light of day. 

 

2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 

    Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around Thee, 

    Center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

    Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
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Chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

    Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 

D 3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

    Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 

    Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

    Fountainhead of love divine: 

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! 

    Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852–1933, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true 

heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
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beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You 

all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
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Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 

me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, 

as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in 

the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

392 GOD LOVES ME DEARLY 

1 God loves me dearly, 

Grants me salvation, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. Refrain 

 

ref Therefore I’ll say again: 

God loves me dearly, 
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God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. 

 

2 I was in slav’ry, 

Sin, death, and darkness; 

God’s love was working 

To make me free. Refrain 

 

3 He sent forth Jesus, 

My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus 

And set me free. Refrain 

 

4 Jesus, my Savior, 

Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, 

Paid all I owed. Refrain 

 

5 Now I will praise You, 

O Love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You 

All my life long. Refrain 
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Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. composite 

Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our 

salvation. Deal with us not in the severity of Your 

judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 25:6–9 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, 

chapter 25. 

  

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for 

all peoples 

 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
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 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well 

refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain 

 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

 the veil that is spread over all nations. 

 8He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all 

faces, 

 and the reproach of his people he will take away 

from all the earth, 

 for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 

 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, 

that he might save us. 

 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 23 

A Please pray Psalm 23 with me.  
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C 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for 

his name’s sake. 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 

forever. 
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EPISTLE Philippians 4:4–13 

A The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 4. 

  

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 

Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but 

in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus. 

 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 

is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things. 9What you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in me—practice these 

things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you 

have revived your concern for me. You were indeed 

concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not 

that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned 
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in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how 

to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any 

and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of 

facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can 

do all things through him who strengthens me. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Stand) 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 
2“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his 

servants to call those who were invited to the wedding 

feast, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other 

servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I 



11 
 

have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves 

have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come 

to the wedding feast.’ 5But they paid no attention and 

went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 
6while the rest seized his servants, treated them 

shamefully, and killed them. 7The king was angry, and 

he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and 

burned their city. 8Then he said to his servants, ‘The 

wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not 

worthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads and invite to 

the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10And those 

servants went out into the roads and gathered all 

whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding 

hall was filled with guests. 

 11“But when the king came in to look at the guests, 

he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 
12And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 

without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 
13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 

and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that 

place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
14For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

953 WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD 

1 We all believe in one true God, 

    Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Ever-present help in need, 

    Praised by all the heav’nly host; 

All He made His love enfolds, 

All creation He upholds. 

 

2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 

    Son of God and Mary’s son, 

Who descended from His throne 

    And for us salvation won; 

By whose cross and death are we 

Rescued from all misery. 

 

3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 

    Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and comforts us 
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    In all trials, fears, and needs. 

Blessèd, holy Trinity, 

Praise forever be to Thee! 
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 

Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, 

gracious Father, that we may give heed to the 

testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, 

firmly take to heart the words with which Christ 

gives to us His body and blood for our forgiveness. 

By Your grace, lead us to remember and give 

thanks for the boundless love which He 

manifested to us when, by pouring out His 

precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous 

wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we 

may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body 

and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His 

salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 

glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

at His command, and with His own words, we 

receive His testament: 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

710 THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT 

1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 

    He makes me down to lie 
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In pastures green; He leadeth me 

    The quiet waters by. 

 

2 My soul He doth restore again 

    And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 

    E’en for His own name’s sake. 

 

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 

    Yet will I fear no ill; 

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 

    And staff me comfort still. 

 

4 My table Thou hast furnishèd 

    In presence of my foes; 

My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 

    And my cup overflows. 

 

5 Goodness and mercy all my life 

    Shall surely follow me; 

And in God’s house forevermore 

    My dwelling place shall be. 
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Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh 

Text: Public domain 

 

785 WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD 

1 We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 

    In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You; 

    We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

 

2 We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless 

You; 

    Through trial and tempest our guide You have 

been. 

When perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us, 

    And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we 

win. 

 

3 With voices united our praises we offer 

    And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will 

guide us. 

    To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 
Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882–1963, alt. 

Text: Public domain 



19 
 

 

617 O LORD, WE PRAISE THEE 

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore 

Thee, 

In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 

Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 

Our weak souls that they may flourish: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 

That our sins and sorrows did carry, 

And Thy blood for us plead 

In all trial, fear, and need: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

2 Thy holy body into death was given, 

Life to win for us in heaven. 

No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 

May this feast thereof remind us! 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 

That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. 

All our debt Thou hast paid; 
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Peace with God once more is made: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor 

That we follow Christ our Savior 

And live together here in love and union 

Nor despise this blest Communion! 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 

Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 

Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 

Days of peace and unity: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

917 SAVIOR, AGAIN TO THY DEAR NAME WE 

RAISE 

1 Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise 

With one accord our parting hymn of praise; 

Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease, 

Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace. 

 

2 Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way; 

With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day. 

Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from 

shame, 

That in this house have called upon Thy name. 

 

3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming 

night; 

Turn Thou for us its darkness into light. 

From harm and danger keep Thy children free; 

For dark and light are both alike to Thee. 
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4 Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life, 

Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife; 

Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease, 

Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace. 
Text: John Ellerton, 1826–93 

Text: Public domain 
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