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THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD  

MAY 25, 2025 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS AND PRAYER OF 

PREPARATION (INSIDE FRONT COVER OF 

HYMNAL) 

 

491 UP THROUGH ENDLESS RANKS OF ANGELS 

1 Up through endless ranks of angels, 

    Cries of triumph in His ears, 

To His heav’nly throne ascending, 

    Having vanquished all their fears, 

Christ looks down upon His faithful, 

    Leaving them in happy tears. 

 

2 Death-destroying, life-restoring, 

    Proven equal to our need, 

Now for us before the Father 

    As our brother intercede; 

Flesh that for our world was wounded, 

    Living, for the wounded plead! 
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3 To our lives of wanton wand’ring 

    Send Your Spirit, promised guide; 

Through our lives of fear and failure 

    With Your pow’r and love abide; 

Welcome us, as You were welcomed, 

    To an endless Eastertide. 

 

D = please stand as you are able 

 

4 Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to breathe the Spirit’s grace! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to see the Father’s face! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to feel the Son’s embrace! 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism.) 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
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Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 

of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5 

P  God has gone up with a shout, 

 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, 

 until I make your enemies your footstool.” 

The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, 

 “You are a priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek.” 

The Lord is at your right hand; 
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 he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  God has gone up with a shout, 

 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

 

THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 171 

P This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

C Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength 

and honor and blessing and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the 

hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to 

God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the 

Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so 

may we also ascend in heart and mind and 

continually dwell there with Him, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 1:1–11 

A The First Reading is from Acts, chapter 1. 

  

 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all 

that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the day when 

he was taken up, after he had given commands 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his 
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suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during 

forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to 

depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of 

the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for 

John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, 

“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know 

times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 

authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said 

these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they 

were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 

stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 

Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
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come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15–23 

A The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 1. 

  

 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith 

in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering 

you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 

saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 

power toward us who believe, according to the working 

of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he 

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
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hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every 

name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and 

gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which 

is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

A Please stand for the reading of the Gospel 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Romans 6:9; Matthew 28:20b 

C  Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from 

the dead will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. Alleluia. Behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44–53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 44Then Jesus said to them, “These are my words that 

I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 

written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened 

their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to 

them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 

and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And 

behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon 

you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with 

power from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting 

up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed 

them, he parted from them and was carried up into 

heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the 

temple blessing God. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

840 CHRIST HIGH-ASCENDED, NOW IN GLORY 

SEATED 

1 Christ high-ascended, now in glory seated, 

    Throned and exalted, victory completed, 

Death’s dread dominion finally defeated, 

    We are His witnesses. 

 

2 Christ from the Father ev’ry pow’r possessing, 

    Who on His chosen lifted hands in blessing, 

Sends forth His servants, still in faith confessing, 

    We are His witnesses. 

 

3 Christ, who in dying won for us salvation, 

    Lives now the firstborn of the new creation; 

To win disciples out of ev’ry nation, 

    We are His witnesses. 

 

4 Christ in His splendor, all dominion gaining, 

    Christ with His people evermore remaining, 
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Christ to all ages gloriously reigning, 

    We are His witnesses. 

 

5 As at His parting, joy shall banish grieving, 

    Faith in His presence strengthen our believing; 

Filled with His Spirit, love and pow’r receiving, 

    We are His witnesses. 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

PREFACE LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His 

resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples 

and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He 

might make us partakers of His divine life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 178 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and 

might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 

bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy 

we receive the salvation accomplished for us by 

the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 

Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in 

giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 
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You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest 

in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the 

final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

537 BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

    King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Truly I’d love Thee, 

    Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

    Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 

    Jesus is fairer, 

    Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 

    Fair is the moonlight, 
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Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

    Jesus shines brighter, 

    Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

    Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Glory and honor, 

    Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 

Text: Public domain 

 

701 DRAW US TO THEE 

1 Draw us to Thee, 

    For then shall we 

Walk in Thy steps forever 

    And hasten on 

    Where Thou art gone 

To be with Thee, dear Savior. 
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2 Draw us to Thee, 

    Lord, lovingly; 

Let us depart with gladness 

    That we may be 

    Forever free 

From sorrow, grief, and sadness. 

 

3 Draw us to Thee; 

    O grant that we 

May walk the road to heaven! 

    Direct our way 

    Lest we should stray 

And from Thy paths be driven. 

 

4 Draw us to Thee 

    That also we 

Thy heav’nly bliss inherit 

    And ever dwell 

    Where sin and hell 

No more can vex our spirit. 
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5 Draw us to Thee 

    Unceasingly, 

Into Thy kingdom take us; 

    Let us fore’er 

    Thy glory share, 

Thy saints and joint heirs make us. 
Text: Friedrich Funcke, 1642–99; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

821 ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS 

1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

    His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, 

    His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

    Thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 

    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 

    Are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us; 

    Faith believes, nor questions how. 
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Though the cloud from sight received Him 

    When the forty days were o’er, 

Shall our hearts forget His promise: 

    “I am with you evermore”? 

 

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 

    Here on earth our food, our stay; 

Alleluia! Here the sinful 

    Flee to You from day to day. 

Intercessor, Friend of sinners, 

    Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 

Where the songs of all the sinless 

    Sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

4 Alleluia! King eternal, 

    Lord omnipotent we own; 

Alleluia! Born of Mary, 

    Earth Your footstool, heav’n Your throne. 

As within the veil You entered, 

    Robed in flesh, our great High Priest, 

Here on earth both priest and victim 

    In the eucharistic feast. 
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5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

    His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, 

    His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

    Thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 

    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Announcements 
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492 ON CHRIST’S ASCENSION I NOW BUILD 

1 On Christ’s ascension I now build 

    The hope of my ascension; 

This hope alone has always stilled 

    All doubt and apprehension; 

For where the Head is, there as well 

I know His members are to dwell 

    When Christ will come and call them. 

 

2 Since Christ returned to claim His throne, 

    Great gifts for me obtaining, 

My heart will rest in Him alone, 

    No other rest remaining; 

For where my treasure went before, 

There all my thoughts will ever soar 

    To still their deepest yearning. 

 

3 O grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, 

    Recalling Your ascension, 

That I may serve You faithfully 

    In thanks for my redemption; 
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And then, when all my days will cease, 

Let me depart in joy and peace 

    In answer to my pleading. 
Text: Josua Wegelin, 1604–40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873–1964, alt. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 
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